
HEADHUNTED SKULL OF AN ASSAM HILLS NAGA WARRIOR
THE HEADHUNTED SKULL OF AN ASSAM HILLS NAGA WARRIOR INSCRIBED ON THE LEFT TEMPORAL BONE ‘A.H.D. A.M.

STAFF, EASTN FRONTIER COLUMN TAUNGDWINGHEE, UPPER BURMA 1886’
WITH LOWER MANDIBLE

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH, 21.5CM DEEP, 12.5CM WIDE – 6½ INS HIGH, 8½ INS DEEP, 5 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN 1911 CAPTAIN CHARLES WILFRED HEXT WAS IN CHARGE OF ‘NATIVE TRANSPORT’ IN THE UPPER DIHONG PUNITIVE
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE AND COLLECTED ARTEFACTS AND TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE NAGA PEOPLES. IN THE LATE
19TH CENTURY THE BRITISH WERE THE FIRST OUTSIDERS TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE NAGA AND TO STUDY THEIR

CULTURE. LIVING HIGH UP IN THE INDIAN ASSAM HILLS BORDERING BURMA THE NAGA WERE INFAMOUS HEADHUNTERS.
THE NAGA WARRIORS BELIEVED THE HEADS THEY TOOK IN BATTLE TO BE AMULETIC AND THAT THE SKULLS WHEN

CAREFULLY PLACED WERE CAPABLE OF AVERTING EVIL. DURING THE WORLD WAR II THE BRITISH MADE USE OF THEIR
FIERCE WAR-LIKE NATURE AND RECRUITED MANY NAGA MEN AS SCOUTS FOR THE ARMY.

 


