
OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOON
A FINE OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOON WITH AN EBONY BOWL AND A RELIEF CARVED CORAL AND EBONY STEM

SURMOUNTED BY A LARGE RED CORAL BRANCH FINIAL
LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 25.5CM LONG, 5CM WIDE – 10 INS LONG, 2 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

TOPKAPI PALACE FORMED THE CENTRE OF THE OTTOMAN WORLD. FOR ALMOST FOUR CENTURIES THE PALACE
PATRONISED THE FINE ARTS PRODUCING TEXTILES, JEWELS, CARPETS, CALLIGRAPHY, ARMS AND ARMOUR,

MANUSCRIPTS AND BOOKBINDING. THE PALACE SERVANTS AND CONCUBINES WERE RECRUITED FROM FAR-FLUNG
PROVINCES OF THE EMPIRE AND THE OTTOMAN RULERS ALSO HAD A PENCHANT FOR PRECIOUS STONES AND EXOTIC

MATERIALS AND THESE ALSO IMPORTED FROM DISTANT SHORES WERE THEN USED TO ACHIEVE THE MOST MAGNIFICENT
RESULT POSSIBLE IN THE PALACE WORKSHOPS. FOR WEALTHY EUROPEANS THESE LUXURY GOODS BECAME STATUS
SYMBOLS WHILST IN THE EARLY 1800’S, FROM LONDON TO PARIS, IT BECAME THE HEIGHT OF FASHION TO DRESS ‘Í  LA

TURCA’.

 


