
VICTORIAN MAHOGANY CASED TAXIDERMY DISPLAY OF 29 BIRDS
A LARGE VICTORIAN MAHOGANY CASED TAXIDERMY DISPLAY OF 29 BIRDS INCLUDING 17 EXOTIC SOUTH AND CENTRAL

AMERICAN HUMMING BIRDS, A NEW GUINEA BIRD OF PARADISE, AN AMERICAN DERBY FLYCATCHER, A TANGARA BIRD AND
NINE OTHERS OF SOUTH AMERICAN ORIGIN 

THE GLAZED DOOR OPENING TO REVEAL A JUNGLE SETTING THE BIRDS PERCHED ON FLOWERING BRANCHES ABOVE A
ROCK STREWN POOL
LATE 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 77CM HIGH, 56.5CM DEEP, 108CM WIDE – 30¼ INS HIGH, 22¼ INS DEEP, 42½ INS WIDE 
29 BIRDS INCLUDING: BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD ‘AMAZILIA BERYLLINA’; BLUE THROATED HUMMINGBIRD ‘LAMPORNIS

CLEMENCIAE’; RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD ‘SELASPHORUS RUFUS’;BROAD BILLED HUMMINGBIRD ‘CYANTHUS LATIROSTRIS’;
NEW GUINEA COUNT RAGGI’S BIRD OF PARADISE ‘PARADISEA APODA RAGGIANA’; FRILLED COCQUETTE ‘LOPHORNIS

MAGNIFICA’; VIOLET SABRE WING ‘CAMPYLOPTERUS HEMILEUCURUS’; DERBY FLYCATCHER ‘PITAGANGUS
SULPHURATUS’; GOULDS VIOLET EAR ‘COLIBRI CORUSCANS’; AND A SPECIES OF BRIGHTLY COLOURED TANGARA BIRD

FROM THE SOUTH AMERICAN TROPICS

 
LITERATURE

DESCRIBED AS ‘WINGED JEWELS’ BY ORNITHOLOGISTS HUMMINGBIRDS ARE THE SMALLEST BIRDS IN THE WORLD,
FASCINATING BOTH FOR THEIR BRILLIANT IRIDESCENT METALLIC PLUMAGE AND THEIR AMAZING POWERS OF FLIGHT.

THEY ARE CAPABLE OF HOVERING MOTIONLESS IN THE AIR WHILST DELICATELY FEEDING FROM FLOWERS, THEIR WINGS
BEATING UP TO AN UNBELIEVABLE 78 BEATS A SECOND. THE AZTECS ADORNED THE CEREMONIAL CLOAKS OF

MONTEZUMA WITH THE BRILLIANT PLUMAGE OF HUMMINGBIRDS AND THEIR BRIDES WERE DRESSED IN A PROFUSION OF
DAZZLING HUMMINGBIRD FEATHER ORNAMENTS. EVEN TODAY IN MEXICO THE HUMMINGBIRD IS REGARDED AS A POTENT

AMULETIC DEVICE, AND IT IS BELIEVED THAT HOLDING ONE IN THE HAND OR POCKET WILL MAGICALLY DRAW THE
OBJECT OF ONE’S DESIRE.

BIRDS OF PARADISE ARE THE MOST ORNATE AND COLOURFUL ASSEMBLAGE OF BIRDS IN THE WORLD, AND LIKE THE
JEWELLED HUMMINGBIRDS, THEIR SKINS WERE TO BE FOUND IN VICTORIAN SHIPMENTS OF BRIGHTLY COLOURED BIRDS

THAT WERE SENT BACK TO EUROPE DURING THE 1880’S FOR THE FEATHER TRADE.

 


