Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI GODSTICK ‘TIKI-WANANGA'

ARARE NEW ZEALAND MAORI GODSTICK ‘TIKI-WANANGA CARVED WITH AN IMAGE OF THE DEITY ‘MARU’ GOD OF WAR
RICH SMOOTH SILKY DARK BROVWN PATINA
ONE EYE WITH REMAINS OF SHELL INLAY TRACES OF RED OCHRE THE SHAFT PROBABLY ONCE LONGER
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 14CMLONG, 3CMWIDE, 2.5CMDEEP — 572 INS LONG, 172 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP
CF: EDGE PARTINGTON, ALBUM3, PL 158 NO. 3, PL 389, NO. 9 AND 10 FOR SIMLAR EXAMPLES

LITERATURE

FORMED AS A CARVED MASK HEAD ON ASHAFT, MAORI GODSTICKS WERE USED BY PRIESTS WHO EITHER THRUST THEM
INTO THE GROUND OR HELD THEMIN THE HAND CALLING ON THE GOD TO INHABIT THEM WHEN STUCK INTO THE
GROUND AT THE ‘“TU-AHU’ OR SACRED PLACE NEAR EACH VILLAGE THE PRIESTS WOULD THEN RECITE INCANTATIONS
TO INDUCE THE GOD TO TAKE UP RESIDENCE WITHIN THE FIGURE. DURING THESE PROCEEDINGS THE PRIEST BECAVE
ANIMATED, ROLLING HIS EYES, HIS BODY CONVULSED AND SPEAKING IN ALANGUAGE UNKNOWN TO HIS AUDIENCE. THE
GOD WOULD THEN MAKE HIS PRESENCE KNOWN BY VARIOUS SIGNS, ONE OF WHICH WAS WHISTLING.
GODSTICKS WERE NOT WORSHIPPED AS IDOLS. THEY SERVED AS MATERIAL VEHICLES FOR THE SPIRITS THEY
REPRESENTED, THEIR IDENTITY DESIGNATED BY THE PRIEST WHO USED THE IMAGE. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THEIR
IDENTIFICATION TO INDIMDUAL GODS, BY WAY OF PARTICULAR FEATURES OF THE CARVING, WAS BEGUN BY THE MAORIS
FOR THE INTEREST OF MSSIONARY COLLECTORS. WITH THE WIDE ACCEPTANCE OF CHRISTIANITY BEFORE THE MIDDLE
OF THE 19TH CENTURY MANY OF THE GODSTICKS WERE DESTROYED OR ABANDONED. FORTUNATELY AT THAT TIME THE
REVEREND RICHARD TAYLOR HAD A GREAT INTEREST IN MAORI CUSTOMS AND CULTURE. SOME OF THE GODSTICKS HE
COLLECTED ARE NOW IN CAVBRIDGE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF ETHNOLOGY AND ON EACH ONE HE CONVENIENTLY
PENCILLED IN THE NAVE OF THE DEITY IT SUPPOSEDLY REPRESENTED. HE WOULD PREVAIL ON HIS CONVERTS TO
BRING OUT THEIR ‘SENSELESS IDOLS’ WHICH HE SAID ‘“THEY LITERALLY CAST AWAYAE!. TO THE BATS AND MOLESAE!.



CONCEALING THEMIN CLEFTS AND HOLLOW TREES'.



