Finch & C°

AFRICAN ANGOLA LOANGO COAST IVORY TUSK

AN AFRICAN ANGOLALOANGO COAST IMORY TUSK CARVED IN RELIEF WITH SCENES OF LOCAL COMVERCE AND DAILY
LIFE IN AN CONTINUOUS SPIRAL BAND
19TH CENTURY/CIRCA 1860 — 70
SIZE: 50CMLONG — 19% INS LONG
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 5, ITEMNO. 64, AND CATALOGUE NO. 19, ITEMNO. 25, FOR OTHER EXAMPLES

LITERATURE

ORIGINALLY AN OLD IVORY TRIBAL OLIPHANT OR TRUMPET THIS TUSK HAS BEEN EXPRESSIVELY CARVED WITH DETAILED
AND VIVID IMAGES OF THE 19TH CENTURY EUROPEAN AND WEST AFRICAN TRADE IN SLAVES, ANIMALS, IVORY, FISH,
TIMBER, RUBBER AND OTHER COMMODITIES. IT ACCURATELY DEPICTS COLONIAL LIFE AS IT WAS IN THE COASTAL
TRADING STATIONS ON THE LOANGO COAST. THEY ARE ALWAYS CARVED WITH CONTINUOUS SPIRALLING SCENES WHICH
ARE MEANT TO BE SEEN AS SEPARATE VIGNETTES; THE SPIRAL ALLUDING TO THE PATH THE KONGO PEOPLE BELIEVE
THE DEAD FOLLOW FROMEARTH TO THE ANCESTRAL REALMAND BACK AGAIN TO BE REBORN.



