Finch & C°

GERMAN ART NOUVEAU CARVED IVORY OF THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN
AFINE GERMAN ART NOUVEAU CARVED IVORY OF THE PIED PIPER OF HAVELIN SEATED PLAYING HIS PIPE WITH THREE
RATS AT HIS FEET
MOUNTED UPON AROUGE MARBLE BASE
SIGNED TO THE IVORY PLINTH ‘HOHLOCHER’
CIRCA 1890 — 1910
SIZE: 9.5CMHIGH — 3% INS HIGH / 17CMHIGH — 6% INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)
7CMSQ— 2%INS SQ (BASE)

LITERATURE

THE LEGEND OF THE PIED PIPER OF HAVELIN, ATOVWN IN LOWER SAXONY IN GERMANY, BEGINS IN 1284 WHEN THE TOWN
WAS SUFFERING FROMAHUGE RAT INFESTATION. AMAN DRESSED IN COLOURFUL PIED CLOTHING APPEARED AND
PROMSED THE MAYOR ASOLUTION TO THE PLAGUE OF RATS IN RETURN FOR FAIR PAYMENT. THE MAYOR PROMISED TO
PAY THE PIPER WHO, IMVEDIATELY UPON PLAYING HIS PIPES, LURED ALL THE RATS TOWARD THE WESER RIVER WHERE
ALL BUT ONE DROVWNED. HOWEVER, THE MAYOR THEN REFUSED TO PAY THE RAT CATCHER IN FULL AND THE PIED
PIPER LEFT IN ANGER VOWING TO SEEK REVENGE. ON ST JOHN AND ST PAUL’S DAY, JUNE 26TH, HE RETURNED AND
PLAYING HIS PIPES HE ENTRANCED THE CHILDREN OF HAVELIN, AND LED ALL 130 OF THEMOUT OF THE TOWN AND UP A
HILL TO ACAVE WHICH THEY ENTERED, NEVER TO BE SEEN AGAIN! LATER VERSIONS SUCH AS THAT OF THE BROTHERS
GRIMMHAVE THREE CHILDREN WHO REMAIN BEHIND; ONE WHO WAS LAVE AND COULD NOT FOLLOW QUICKLY ENOUGH,
ONE WHO WAS DEAF AND FOLLOWED THE OTHERS OUT OF CURIOSITY AND THE LAST WHO WAS BLIND AND UNABLE TO
SEE WHERE HE WAS GOING. THESE CHILDREN RETURNED AND INFORMED THE VILLAGERS OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED
WHEN THEY CAVE OUT OF CHURCH.
CURIOUSLY THE TOWN RECORDS SHOW THAT IN 1384 AN ENTRY WAS MADE STATING: ‘IT IS 100 YEARS SINCE OUR
CHILDREN LEFT . RESEARCH HAS BEEN UNDERTAKEN SINCE THE 17TH CENTURY TO FIND AREASON FOR THE LEGEND,



BUT NO EXPLANATION FOR THE HISTORICAL EVENT HAS EVER BEEN AGREED UPON. HOWEVER, ONE PLAUSIBLE RECENT
THEORY SUGGESTS THAT THE HAVELIN EXODUS CAN BE LINKED TO THE GERMAN COLONISATION AND SETTLEMENT OF
WHAT IS NOWNORTH-WESTERN POLAND DURING THE 13TH CENTURY. IT IS AFACT THAT THE AREASUPPOSEDLY
COLONISED HAS MANY FAMLIES WITH SURNAVES THAT ARE NOT SLAVIC, BUT ARE DERIVED FROM THE GERMAN ONES
THAT WERE COMMON IN 13TH CENTURY HAVELIN.



