
AFRICAN CENTRAL ZAIRE LEGA PEOPLES CEREMONIAL HEADDRESS
AN AFRICAN CENTRAL ZAIRE LEGA PEOPLES CEREMONIAL HEADDRESS MADE FROM THE BONY ARMOUR OF A TEMMINCKS

PANGOLIN SURMOUNTED WITH A FIBRE BOUND BOARS TUSK THE FIBRE CHIN STRAP EDGED WITH COWRIE SHELLS
FIRST HALF 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX: 20CM HIGH, 17CM DIA. – 8 INS HIGH, 6¾ INS DIA. 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEM NO. 31, FOR A SPECIMEN OF A TEMMINCKS PANGOLIN AND CATALOGUE NO. 19,

ITEM NO. 61, FOR ANOTHER LEGA HAT
CF: A LEGA HEADDRESS MADE FROM A PANGOLIN IN THE STANLEY COLLECTION OF AFRICAN ART IN THE UNIVERSITY OF

IOWA MUSEUM USA

 
LITERATURE

THESE CEREMONIAL HATS WERE REGARDED BY THE LEGA AS SACRED OBJECTS AND WERE ONLY WORN BY HIGH-
RANKING INITIATES OF THE LEGA BWAMI SOCIETY. DEMONSTRATING THE STATUS OF ITS OWNER, THE HEADDRESS WAS

USED IN DANCES TO CARRY AN IMPORTANT SYMBOLIC MESSAGE. TO THE LEGA THE PANGOLIN IS A CULTURAL HERO
WHO, THEY BELIEVE, TAUGHT THEM HOW TO ROOF THEIR HOUSES WITH AN ARRANGEMENT OF LARGE LEAVES SIMILAR
TO THAT OF ITS BONY SCALY CARAPACE. A PATTERN THAT IS ALSO USED IN THE SCARIFICATION OF THE BODY. DUE TO

THE LEGA PEOPLES BELIEF IN ITS SANCTITY STRICT LAWS GUARANTEE THE PANGOLIN’S PROTECTION. THEY ARE
THEREFORE NEVER HUNTED AND ONLY THOSE FOUND DEAD IN THE FOREST ARE USED BY THEM.

 


