Finch & C°

ENGLISH RENAISSANCE LIMESTONE AGURE OF ST ANNE

AN ENGLISH RENAISSANCE LIMESTONE FIGURE OF ST ANNE CARVED IN THE ROUND
SEATED READING AN OPEN BOOK WEARING AN ELABORATE COSTUME AND ALARGE ROSARY WITH PENDANT CROSS
ATOMB FIGURE OR ‘WEEPER’
FIRST HALF 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 14.5CMHIGH — 5% INS HIGH

LITERATURE

ST ANNE, MOTHER OF THE VIRGIN MARY, IS OFTEN REPRESENTED IN ART TEACHING THE VIRGIN TO READ AND THIS
CONCEPT IS ENGLISH IN ORIGIN. THE MOST FAMOUS ENGLISH SHRINE IN HER HONOUR WAS AT BUXTON. MARTIN
LUTHER BITTERLY ATTACKED THE CULT OF ST ANNE, ESPECIALLY THE IMAGES FAVOURED BY RENAISSANCE ARTISTS
REPRESENTING HER WITH JESUS AND MARY. HOWEVER, THIS DID NOT PREVENT ROVME EXTENDING HER FEAST DAY TO
THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN 1584; AFEAST THAT HAD BEEN OBLIGATORY IN ENGLAND SINCE 1382.

THE CUSTOMOF PLACING SMALL STATUES AROUND THE TOMB MONUMENTS OF NOBLEMEN AND WOIEN DATES FROM
THE 13TH CENTURY. THEY WERE CALLED ‘PLEURANTS’ IN FRENCH FOR ‘MOURNERS’, BUT THIS WAS TRANSLATED INTO
ENGLISH AS ‘WEEPERS'. THIS CAN CAUSE CONFUSION AS THESE SMALL SCULPTURES ARE NOT ALWAYS GRIEVING
FIGURES EXPRESSING EMOTION FOR THE DECEASED. THEY ARE SOMETIMES SAINTS AND CLERICS PRAYING FOR THE
SOUL OF THE DEPARTED, AND SOMETIMES THEY REPRESENT THE HEIRS AND CLOSE RELATIVES OF THE DECEASED LIKE
AFIGURATIVE FORMOF AN ANCESTRAL TREE.



