Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI WHALEBONE STABBING CLUB ‘KOTIATE

AFINE NEW ZEALAND MAORI WHALEBONE STABBING CLUB ‘KOTIATE' OF VIOLIN SHAPE THE HANDLE DECORATED AND
INLAID WITH ABALONE SHELL ‘EYES’ (ONE MSSING)
WHITE INVENTORY NUMBER 1978.860 TO THE SIDE OF THE HANDLE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 28.5CMLONG, 12.5CMWIDE — 1174 INS LONG, 5 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

WAR TO THE MAORI WAS ARECREATION, AFORM OF SERIOUS SPORT CARRIED OUT UNDER FIRMLY ESTABLISHED RULES
USING ALIMTED RANGE OF WEAPONS. ACONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF THE MAORI WARRIOR'S TIME WAS SPENT
GROOMNG FOR THE FREQUENT INTER-TRIBAL BATTLES THAT TOOK PLACE. THEIR CHOSEN WEAPONS REQUIRED AVERY
HIGH DEGREE OF PHYSICAL FITNESS AND WERE ONLY EFFECTIVE IF USED WITH CONSIDERABLE DEXTERITY. WAR WAS
REGARDED AS ACONTEST OF SKILL RATHER THAN ABLOODY FIGHT TO THE DEATH. THE PREPARATIONS FOR WAR WERE
RITUALISED AND CEREMONIOUS AND WOULD LAST FAR LONGER THAN THE BATTLES THEMSELVES. INVOCATIONS TO THE
GODS, STRICT OBSERVANCE OF ALL MEASURES NEEDED TO APPROPRIATE ALL THE EML INFLUENCES, THE COMPOSING
OF INSULTING ‘NGERI' TO BE CHANTED IN THE FACE OF THE ENEMY, COULD OCCUPY AWHOLE COMMUNITY FOR WEEKS.



