
FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY BUST OF THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON
A FINE FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY BUST OF THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON BONAPARTE ON A PEDESTAL BASE

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 17CM HIGH – 6¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

NAPOLEON, AS GENERAL IN COMMAND OF THE CONVENTIONS ARMY, FIRST APPEARED IN THE ANNALS OF WORLD
HISTORY ON 13 VENDÉMIAIRE (4 OCTOBER) 1795. HE WAS THE ORGANISING INTELLIGENCE BEHIND THE SUCCESSFUL
DEFENCE OF THE TUILERIES AGAINST THE PARISIAN REBELS, AND THE ARCHITECT OF THEIR DECISIVE DEFEAT AT THE

CHURCH OF SAINT-ROCH. FOUR YEARS LATER ON NOVEMBER 9TH 1799 HE OVERTHREW THE DIRECTORY AND
ESTABLISHED A NEW REGIME BASED ON HIS OWN POWER. ALTHOUGH HE CONSOLIDATED MANY OF THE FRENCH

REVOLUTIONS ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDING ECONOMIC REFORMS AND THE ABOLITION OF FEUDALISM, MUCH OF WHAT
WAS MOST DISTINCTIVE AND SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THOSE YEARS PERISHED AT HIS HANDS. THE RIGHTS OF MAN WERE

TURNED ON THEIR HEAD AS DISCIPLINE, HIERARCHY AND AUTHORITARIANISM REPLACED THE REVOLUTIONARY DEVICE
OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY. UNDER HIS RULE FRANCE PASSED INTO THE HANDS OF AN AUTOCRAT WITH

FAR MORE ABSOLUTE POWER THAN LOUIS XVI HAD EVER ENJOYED.

 


