
AFRICAN SOUTH EASTERN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO SONGYE CHIEF’S CEREMONIAL JUDGEMENT CROWN
A RARE AFRICAN SOUTH EASTERN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO SONGYE CHIEF’S CEREMONIAL JUDGEMENT

CROWN COMPOSED OF SEVERAL ENTWINED LONG THORNY BRANCHES
FIRST HALF 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX: 28CM HIGH, 28CM DIA. – 11 INS HIGH, 11 INS DIA. 
53.5CM HIGH – 21 INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THE SONGYE PEOPLE ARE SURROUNDED GEOGRAPHICALLY BY THE LUBA TO WHOM THEY ARE RELATED BOTH IN
CULTURE AND LANGUAGE. THE SONGYE HAVE A PATRIARCHAL SOCIETY IN WHICH AGRICULTURE IS CENTRAL TO THE

ECONOMY. DIVIDED INTO NUMEROUS SUBGROUPS THEY ARE GOVERNED BY A CENTRAL CHIEF KNOWN AS THE
‘YAKITENGE’ WHOSE ROLES DEMAND HE OBEY SPECIAL RESTRICTIVE LAWS SUCH AS NOT SHOWING GRIEF AND NOT

DRINKING IN PUBLIC. LOCAL RULERS ALSO HAVE AUTHORITY AND CAN DISTRIBUTE PLOTS OF LAND TO THEIR
VILLAGERS. AN INFLUENTIAL SECRET SOCIETY KNOWN AS ‘BWADI BWA KIFWEBE’ COUNTERBALANCES THEIR POWER

AND MAINTAINS SOCIAL AND POLITICAL COHESION.
THIS CROWN IS USED WHEN THE CHIEF PRONOUNCES JUDGEMENT ON A MALEFACTOR WITHIN A LOCAL COURT. A
SYMBOL OF HIS POWER AND PRESTIGE, BY WEARING IT HE RECEIVES SPIRITUAL HELP FROM THE MYSTICAL AND

ANCESTRAL FORCES ENABLING HIM TO MAKE A JUST AND PROPER JUDGEMENT.

 


