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SAILORS SCRIMSHAW ENGRAVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH

AN ANTIQUE SAILORS SCRIMSHAW ENGRAVED SPERMWHALE TOOTH DEPICTING AWHALING SHIP
ITS TOPSAIL MARKED WITH A‘B’. IN THE FOREGROUND AWHALE BEING HARPOONED BETWEEN TWO BOATS WHILST TWO
OTHERS LOOK ON THE REVERSE ENGRAVED WITH THE SAVE SHIP SAILING OFF THE ENGLISH COAST. ALIGHTHOUSE ON
THE CLIFF TOP TWO SMALL FISHING SMACKS AND ASCHOONER SAILING IN THE DISTANCE
SMOOTH DARK PATINA
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 7CMHIGH, 14CMWIDE, 5CMDEEP — 2% INS HIGH, 572 INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEMNO. 23, CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEMNO. 27 AND 28 FOR FURTHER EXAVPLES
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THE BRITISH WHALING VESSEL WAS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER SHIPS BY HER MASSIVE TIVBERS, HER STRENGTH
AND HER CAPACITY FOR ABIG CARGO OF WHALE OIL. CARRYING TONS OF SPECIALISED WHALING GEAR IT WAS
COMMONPLACE FOR MEN TO GO TO SEAHUNTING FOR THE WHALES FOR TWO TO THREE YEARS. THE LONGEST
WHALING VOYAGE ON RECORD IS PROBABLY THAT OF “THE NILE' OF NEW LONDON, WHICH MADE AVOYAGE LASTING
FROM1858 TO 1869. IT WAS DURING THE BOREDOM OF THESE VOYAGES THAT THE ART OF SCRIMSHAW FLOURISHED
GIVING THE SAILOR AWAY OF COMBATING AND ENDURING HIS IDLENESS; POLISHING, CARVING AND ENGRAVING THE
IVORY TEETH OF THE SPERMWHALE HE HAD HELPED TO CATCH.



