Finch & C°

NATIVE AMERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX ‘CALUMET’ THE RED CATLINITE PIPE

ANATIVE AVERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX‘CALUMET THE RED CATLINITE PIPE BOWL SHAPED WITH TWO
SPUR POINTS THE CYLINDRICAL WOOD STEMINSCRIBED ‘LONE BEAR 11/6/09’
SECOND HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9CMHIGH, 14.5CMLONG, 3CMDIA — 3"z INS HIGH, 5% INS LONG, 174 INS DIA. (BOWL)
53CMLONG, 3CMDIA —21 INSLONG, 17 INS DIA

LITERATURE

TO THE NATIVE AVERICANS THE ACT OF SMOKING WAS THOUGHT TO BE AWAY OF COMMUNICATING WITH HIGHER
POWERS, THE ANCESTORS AND SUPERNATURAL FORCES. THE SIOUX CONSIDERED THEIR PIPES TO BE SACRED
OBJECTS REFERRING TO THEMAS ‘THE SACRED BADGE OF FRIENDSHIP'. HOWEVER, PIPES WERE UTILISED FOR WAR AS
WELL AS FRIENDSHIP AND THE SHAFTS WERE PAINTED RED OR BLUE ACCORDINGLY.

LAKOTA SIOUX CHIEF LONE BEAR WAS AMEMBER OF BUFFALOBILL CODY'S (1846-1917) WILD WEST SHOW. IN A
PHOTOGRAPH OF HIMTAKEN IN 1898 BY THE NEW YORK PHOTOGRAPHER GERTRUDE KixSEBIER, THE BADGE ON HIS
EMBROIDERED VEST READS: ‘BUFFALO BILLS POLICE’. KieSEBIER, ON THE THRESHOLD OF ACAREER AS APORTRAITIST
AND ART PHOTOGRAPHER, WAS INSPIRED BY SEEING BUFFALO BILL'S WILD WEST TROUPE MARCHING IN AGRAND
PARADE EN ROUTE TO MADISON SQUARE GARDEN FOR SEVERAL WEEKS OF PERFORMANCES. SHE IMVEDIATELY
REQUESTED PERMSSION FROMWILLIAMCODY TO PHOTOGRAPH THE SIOUXINDIANS WHO WERE TRAVELLING WITH THE
SHOW IN HER STUDIO. THIS PROJECT WAS TO LAST FOR OVER ADECADE AND AFTER THE INITIAL PORTRAIT SESSION
CHIEF LONE BEAR AND HIS FAMILY MAINTAINED ALASTING FRIENDSHIP WITH Ki=SEBIER (1852-1934), VISITING HER
WHENEVER THEY COULD.



