
NATIVE AMERICAN ARIZONA HOPI KACHINA IMPERSONATOR’S MASK
A NATIVE AMERICAN ARIZONA HOPI KACHINA IMPERSONATOR’S MASK OF LEATHER PAINTED WITH CLAY PIGMENTS WITH A

BEARD OF HUMAN HAIR
LATE 19TH – EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: 43CM HIGH – 17 INS HIGH / 51CM HIGH – 20 INS HIGH (WITH STAND) 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 8, ITEM NO. 73, FOR A HOPI KACHINA EFFIGY DOLL

 
LITERATURE

THE HOPI REGARD THEMSELVES AS THE FIRST INHABITANTS OF AMERICA AND THAT THEIR EXISTENCE HAS ALWAYS BEEN
PATTERNED UPON THE UNIVERSAL PLAN OF WORLD CREATION. THE PURPOSE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS CEREMONIALISM IS

TO HELP MAINTAIN THE HARMONY OF THE UNIVERSE. RELIGION PENETRATES EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE AND HOLDS IT
TOGETHER. IT IS A SYSTEM OF YEARLONG CEREMONIES, RITUALS, DANCES, SONGS, RECITATIONS AND PRAYERS

DICTATED BY A RITUAL CALENDAR. IT HAS ENABLED THE HOPI TO SURVIVE INDEPENDENTLY AS IRRIGATION FARMERS IN
A HOSTILE SEMI-DESERT LANDSCAPE SURROUNDED BY ENEMIES.

THEY ORIGINALLY SETTLED ALONG THE LITTLE COLORADO RIVER CLOSE TO THEIR FIELDS, BUT IN THE MID 13TH
CENTURY THEY MOVED TO THE TABLE MOUNTAINS OR ‘MESAS’, WHICH STRETCH OUT, FROM THE COLORADO PLATEAU
INTO THE DESERT. THEIR FIELDS AND WATER SPRINGS STILL LIE AT THE FOOT OF THESE ‘MESAS’ AND THE HOPI HAVE
HAD TO CARRY EVERY DROP OF WATER, COB OF CORN AND SQUASH UP THE STEEP DUSTY PATHS. HOWEVER, THIS

SEEMED A PRICE WORTH PAYING FOR THEIR ALMOST INACCESSIBLE VILLAGES, WHICH GAVE THEM NOT JUST A GOOD
VIEW ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE, BUT ALSO THE ABILITY TO SUCCESSFULLY FEND OFF RAIDS BY APACHE, NAVAJO AND

UTE. EVEN EUROPEANS MADE FEW ATTEMPTS TO PENETRATE THE CLOSED WORLD OF THE HOPI UNTIL THE BEGINNING
OF THE 20TH CENTURY.

AN IMPORTANT PART OF HOPI RELIGION IS PLAYED BY VILLAGE CEREMONIES TO WHICH THEY DEDICATE A GREAT DEAL
TO TIME. THE PURPOSE OF THESE RITUALS IS TO BRING ABOUT EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE PEOPLE AND THE GODS IN



ORDER TO SECURE ADEQUATE RAINFALL. KACHINAS ARE SUPERNATURAL BEINGS, FRIENDS AND ALLIES OF HUMANS
AND CONVEYORS OF PRAYERS TO THE GODS. THEY ARE THE SPIRITS OF THE ANCESTORS AND ALSO EMBODY THE

SPIRITUAL ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS FROM ASHES TO STARS. KACHINAS ARE SYMBOLISED BY MASKED DANCERS OR
‘IMPERSONATORS’ WHO CAME TO VISIT HUMANS DURING THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE WINTER SOLSTICE AND THEIR

RETURN TO THE UNDERWORLD IN JULY. DURING KACHINA DANCES THE HEADS OF THE SUPERNATURAL BEINGS ARE
REPRESENTED BY MASKS, AND SONGS ARE CHANTED BY THE DANCERS OR SUNG BY A CHOIR TO TRANSMIT PRAYERS

AND MESSAGES TO AND FROM THE KACHINAS.
TRADITIONALLY, EFFIGY DOLLS WERE MADE OF THESE SPIRITS AND WERE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN IN ORDER TO TEACH

THEM TO RECOGNISE SPECIFIC SPIRITS.

 


