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AN ITALIAN AMULETIC PENDANT MADE FROM A BRANCH OF RED CORAL MOUNTED IN SILVER

LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CM LONG – 2¼ INS LONG 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 11, ITEM NO. 62, FOR THREE 17TH CENTURY GERMAN HUNTING AMULETS

 
LITERATURE

CORAL WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE GREAT AMULETIC POWERS HAVING ORIGINATED ACCORDING TO GREEK MYTHOLOGY AS
THE SPURTS OF BLOOD THAT HAD GUSHED FORTH WHEN THE MEDUSA’S HEAD WAS CUT OFF BY PERSEUS. LATER IT

CAME TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE BLOOD OF CHRIST AND HIS DIVINITY. AS A PROTECTION AGAINST MAGIC SPELLS AND
THE ‘EVIL EYE’ IT WAS BELIEVED TO BE HIGHLY EFFICACIOUS.

 


