Finch & C°

RARE PAIR OF GERMAN EROTIC GAMBLING DICE

AVERY RARE PAIR OF GERMAN EROTIC GAVBLING DICE THE NUDE MALE AND FEMALE FIGURES OF FINELY CARVED IVORY
INLAID WITH EBONY DOTS OR PIPS
PROBABLY NUREMBERG
LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZES: 2.5CM SQUARE — 1 INS SQUARE

LITERATURE

GAVBLING IS ONE OF THE OLDEST KNOWN PURSUITS OF MANKIND. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EMDENCE HAS SHOWN THAT OUR
EARLIEST ANCESTORS WERE GAVBLERS. KNUCKLE AND ANKLE BONES OF SHEEP DATING BACK OVER 40,000 YEARS
HAVE BEEN FOUND IN CAVES IN FRANCE AND WERE PROBABLY THROVWN IN THE SAVE WAY AS DICE IN ORDER TO MAKE
PREDICTIONS. LATER DICE WERE USED TO GENERATE RANDOMNUMBERS, EACH VALUE FROM1 TO 6 BEING EQUALLY
LIKELY WHEN THROWN. NUMBERED DICE HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE ROMAN RUINS OF POMPEII, SOVE OF WHICH ARE
‘LOADED’ SO THAT THEY FALL ACERTAIN WAY. THE ROMAN GODDESS FORTUNA, DAUGHTER OF ZEUS, KNOWN AS ‘LADY
LUCK WAS BELIEVED TO DETERMINE THE OUTCOME OF ATHROW.



