
GERMAN STEEL HUNTING CROSSBOW THE BOXWOOD SHAFT
A GERMAN STEEL HUNTING CROSSBOW THE BOXWOOD SHAFT AND CARVED STOCK ELABORATELY INLAID WITH

ENGRAVED IVORY PANELS THE BOW STRENGTHENED WITH ORIGINAL ROPE BINDING
MID 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 71CM LONG, 58.5CM WIDE – 28 INS LONG, 23 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE CLIMAX OF MEDIEVAL WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY WAS REACHED WHEN THE USE OF THE CROSSBOW BECAME
WIDESPREAD IN THE 12TH CENTURY, THE CHINESE HAVING BEEN CREDITED WITH ITS INVENTION. FOR A LONG TIME THE
CROSSBOW WAS PARAMOUNT IN BOTH HUNTING AND WAR AND WAS EVEN SUPERIOR TO FIREARMS IN MANY RESPECTS.
IT WAS SILENT AND DID NOT CAUSE THE GAME TO PANIC, IT WAS VERY EASY TO HANDLE AND THE MISSILE OR BOLT WHEN

FIRED HAD CONSIDERABLE PENETRATING FORCE. IN WAR IT WAS THE ‘SILENT ASSASSIN’.
THE PERIOD FROM 1600 TO 1800 IS DESCRIBED BY HISTORIANS OF THE CHASE AS THE GOLDEN AGE OF HUNTING.

NEVER BEFORE OR SINCE HAS SO MUCH TIME AND MONEY BEEN SPENT ON COSTLY HUNTING EQUIPMENT. HUNTING
WEAPONRY FROM THIS PERIOD IS AMONGST THE FINEST AND TECHNICALLY PERFECT THAT HAS EVER BEEN CREATED

AND THE ORDERS PLACED FOR ELABORATE ENGRAVINGS AND IRONWORK USED TO DECORATE RIFLES, SPEARS,
SWORDS, KNIVES AND CROSSBOWS MUST HAVE GUARANTEED GOOD LIVINGS FOR MANY WORKSHOPS.

 


