Finch & C°

ANELY MODELLED ANCIENT ROMAN SOLID CAST BRONZE AGURE OF MERCURY

AFINELY MODELLED ANCIENT ROMAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF MERCURY THE EYES INLAID WITH SILVER A
CHLAMYS DRAPED OVER HIS SHOULDER
ATTACHMENT HOLES FOR A'PETASOS’ OR WINGED HAT TO THE TOP OF HIS HEAD STANDING ON AN ASSOCIATED
ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE BASE FOUND DETACHED BUT WITH THE FIGURE
THE RIGHT HAND MISSING
SMOOTH LIGHT GREEN / BROVWNISH PATINA
2ND - 3RD CENTURY
SIZE: 11.7CMHIGH, 13.7CMHIGH (WITH ASSOCIATED BASE)
4%2INS HIGH, 57 INS HIGH (WITH ASSOCIATED BASE)

LITERATURE

MERCURY WAS THE ROMAN GOD OF COMMERCE AND AS SUCH IDENTIFIED WITH THE GREEK GOD HERMES WHO WAS
THE PATRON GOD OF CIRCULATION AND THE MOVEMENT OF GOODS AND PEOPLE. ACCORDINGLY THESE QUALITIES
WERE TRANSFERRED BY THE ROMANS TO MERCURY WHO BECAVE AMEDIATOR BETWEEN THE GODS AND PEOPLE,

BETWEEN THE DEAD AND THE LIMNG AND WHO WAS ALWAYS IN MOTION. HE WAS THE PROTECTOR OF THE CORN TRADE,
ESPECIALLY WITH SICILY, WHICH WAS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO ROME AND SO WAS PUBLICLY HONOURED BY THE
ERECTION OF AGREAT TEMPLE IN THE CIRCUS MAXIMUS. A GUILD OF MERCHANTS WAS ALSO ESTABLISHED IN ROME,
THE MEMBERS OF WHICH WERE KNOWN AS ‘MERCURIALES'’. AT THE ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF THE TEMPLE AND GUILD ON
THE 15TH MAY THE MERCHANTS SACRIFICED TO MERCURY AND AT THE PORTA CAPENA SPRINKLED THEMSELVES AND
THEIR MERCHANDISE WITH HALLOWED WATER. WITH THE SPREAD OF ROMAN COMVERCE THE WORSHIP OF MERCURY
EXTENDED INTO THE FAR REACHES OF THE EMPIRE.



