
ANCIENT ROMAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF WINGED EROS THE GOD OF LOVE
AN ANCIENT ROMAN SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF WINGED EROS THE GOD OF LOVE IN HIS RIGHT HAND A BURNING

TORCH HIS HAIR SHAPED AND TIED IN A TOPKNOT TWO WINGS PROJECTING FROM HIS BACK
GLOSSY SMOOTH LIGHT GREENISH / BROWN PATINA

2ND - 3RD CENTURY
SIZE: 10CM HIGH – 4 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

EROS, THE COMRADE OF APHRODITE WAS CONCEIVED BY THE ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS NOT JUST AS THE GOD OF
SENSUAL LOVE, BUT AS A POWER WHICH FORMS THE WORLD BY THE INNER UNION OF SEPARATE ELEMENTS. TO THE

ROMANS EROS WAS THE YOUNGEST OF THE GODS, ALWAYS A CHILD, THOUGHTLESS AND CAPRICIOUS. AS IRRESISTIBLE
AS HE WAS FAIR HE WAS MOST USUALLY REPRESENTED AS A BEAUTIFUL, YOUTHFUL BOY. ZEUS, THE FATHER OF THE

GODS, ARMS HIM WITH GOLDEN WINGS, AND WITH A BOW AND UNERRING ARROWS, OR WITH A BURNING TORCH.
EROS WAS PAID SPECIAL HONOUR IN THE GYMNASIA WHERE HE WAS THE PERSONIFICATION OF DEVOTED FRIENDSHIP
AND LOVE BETWEEN YOUTHS AND MEN. THE SPARTANS AND CRETANS WOULD SACRIFICE TO EROS BEFORE A BATTLE

TO STRENGTHEN THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP, WHICH WAS SO HELPFUL IN BATTLE AND ADVENTURE. A SACRED BAND OF
YOUTHS AT THEBES WERE DEDICATED TO HIM, AND A FESTIVAL OF FREEDOM WAS HELD ANNUALLY AT SAMOS IN HIS

HONOUR RECOGNISING HIM AS THE GOD WHO BOUND MEN AND YOUTHS TOGETHER IN THE STRUGGLE FOR HONOUR
AND FREEDOM.

 


