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INDIAN VIZAGAPATAM SANDALWOOD AND EBONY DOCUMENT BOX INLAID WITH IVORY AND EBONY ALOWERS

AN INDIAN VIZAGAPATAM SANDALWOOD AND EBONY DOCUMENT BOXINLAID WITH IMORY AND EBONY FLOWERS, LEAVES
AND TENDRILS THE HINGED LID WITH TWO BRASS CARRYING HANDLES THE FOUR CORNERS STUDDED WITH BRASS
ROSETTES, ABRASS LOCKPLATE TO THE FRONT THE INTERIOR FITTED WITH FOUR SMALL DRAWERS
MD 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12CMHIGH, 48CMWDE, 33CMDEEP — 4% INS HIGH, 19 INS WIDE, 13 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE SHAPE AND FUNCTION OF THESE DOCUMENT BOXES DERIVE FROMA EUROPEAN FORM THEY WERE MADE TO
ORDER IN NORTHERN INDIAAND EXPORTED VIATHE PORT OF GOA ‘GOLDEN GOA WAS CELEBRATED AS AN ENTREPI T
FOR LUXURY GOODS. FROMITS MARKETS OBJECTS MADE BOTH LOCALLY AND ELSEWHERE IN INDIAWERE SENT TO
EUROPE AND TO OTHER PORTUGUESE PORTS IN ASIA, AFRICAAND SOUTH AVERICA THE MORE ELABORATE PIECES OF
FURNITURE INLAID WITH IVORY AND SOVETIMES MOTHER-OF-PEARL WERE CRAFTED IN NORTHERN INDIAWHILST THE
GOANESE CABINET MAKERS PRODUCED FURNITURE OF ASSORTED EXOTIC COLOURED WOQODS. WRITING SLOPES,
STATIONERY AND DOCUMENT BOXES WERE ASTANDARD REQUIREMENT OF ALL EAST INDIACOMPANY OFFICIALS AND OF
ALL THE MERCHANTS IN THE EXPORT TRADE WHO HAD SETTLED IN THE INDIES. THE SANDALWOOD USED TO CRAFT THE
BOXWOULD HELP PROTECT AND PRESERVE THE PAPER DOCUMENTS AND BOOKS IN THE CLIMATE OF INDIA



