Finch & C°

WEST AFRICAN CENTRAL IVORY COAST BAULE/YAURE FACE MASK ‘MBLO’

AFINE WEST AFRICAN CENTRAL IVORY COAST BAULE/YAURE FACE MASK ‘MBLO' THE HIGHLY ELEGANT FACE WITH BROAD
HIGH FOREHEAD SURMOUNTED WITH APAIR OF RIBBED HORNS AND NARROW EARS DECORATED WITH TRACES OF
WHITE PIGMENT ARCHED HALF MOON SHAPED EYEBROWS OVER NEARLY CLOSED SLIT EYES SCARIFICATION TO EACH
SIDE OF THE CHEEKS ALONG NOSE AND POUTING MOUTH THE OVAL SHAPED FACE WITH AN OPEN WORK ZIG-ZAG
PATTERN AROUND THE EDGE APIERCED AND POINTED BEARD TO THE CHIN
HOLES TO SIDES USED FOR ATTACHING THE DANCE COSTUME. OLD ABRASION TO THE NOSE EYEBROWS AND MOUTH,
SMALL SECTION OF ZIG-ZAG MSSING, ASECTION MSSING TO THE REVERSE APPARENTLY GNAWED BY ARAT
THE REVERSE WITH AN OLD PAPER LABEL: ‘RATTON PARIS’ AND AWHITE PAINTED INVENTORY NO. 15
OLD DRY SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 39CMHIGH, 16CMWIDE, 11.5CMDEEP — 1574 INS HIGH, 64 INS WIDE, 4’2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

KNOWN FOR THEIR STYLISATION, DETAIL AND REMARKABLY REFINED FEATURES THESE FINELY CARVED FACE MASKS
ARE OF ATYPE THAT APPEARS IN VILLAGE MASQUERADES FOR RECREATIONAL ENTERTAINMENT CALLED ‘MBLO'. THESE
DANCES AND SCRIPTED PERFORMANCES ARE THE CULTURAL EQUIVALENT TO WESTERN ‘OPERA OR ‘FILMNOIRE'.
EVERYONE IS ALLOWED TO SEE THEMAND ENJOY THE COMMUNAL EVENT. BETWEEN PERFORMANCES THE MASKS WERE
KEPT OUT OF SIGHT CAREFULLY WRAPPED IN BARK CLOTH AND HUNG FROM THE THATCH OF THEIR DANCERS
SLEEPING ROOMS IN THE VILLAGE.

THESE SCULPTURAL MASKS HAVE OFTEN BEEN IDENTIFIED AS YAURE, ALESS POPULOUS GROUP WHO DEPENDING ON
THEIR PROXMTY TO THEIR NEIGHBOURS EITHER SPEAK BAULE OR MANDE. BOTH YAURE AND BAULE ART, CULTURE AND
MASQUERADE PERFORMANCES ARE CLOSELY RELATED. THE YAURE MASKS HAVE SIMLAR HORN LIKE PROJECTIONS
CARVED WITH PATTERNS AND OVAL HEART SHAPED FACES. THE SCALLOPED HAIRLINE AND ELABORATELY CARVED



PATTERNS ABOVE IT, REPRESENTING THE COIFFURE, ARE ALSO TYPICAL OF YAURE AND BAULE STYLES. THE HORNS
PROBABLY REPRESENT THOSE OF AN ANTELOPE, AN ANIMAL HUNTED BY BOTH THE BAULE AND YAURE. THE MASKS ARE
EMBLEMS OF SPIRIT POWERS AND THEIR FEATURES ARE BORROWED FROMTHE MOST PHYSICALLY ATTRACTIVE MEN
AND WOMEN WHO CONFORMTO THE BAULE/YAURE IDEAL OF BEAUTY, AS PHYSICAL BEAUTY IS CULTURALLY EQUATED
WITH MORAL RECTITUDE.

MANY OF THESE MASKS WERE BROUGHT TO EUROPE IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY WHERE THEY WERE OFTEN BOUGHT
AND COLLECTED BY ARTISTS UPON WHOSE WORK THEY HAD GREAT INFLUENCE. FOR EXAVPLE AVMEDEO MODIGLIANI
WAS DIRECTLY INFLUENCED, AND PABLO PICASSO HAD ABAULE/YAURE MASK IN HIS STUDIO AT VILLALA CALIFORNIE,
NOW IN THE MUSEE PICASSO IN PARIS.



