
NORTHERN ITALIAN RENAISSANCE CAST BRONZE MODEL OF A CANNON
A NORTHERN ITALIAN RENAISSANCE CAST BRONZE MODEL OF A CANNON THE BREECH DECORATED WITH AN OPEN
MOUTHED SATYR’S MASK-HEAD A BAND OF ACANTHUS LEAVES WRAPPED AROUND THE BARREL SET BEFORE THE

TRUNNIONS MOULDED BRONZE RINGS TO THE MUZZLE
THE WOODEN CARRIAGE NOW MISSING
OLD BLACK SMOOTH POLISHED PATINA

FIRST HALF 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 22CM LONG – 8¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THIS BRONZE MODEL, PROBABLY FLORENTINE, WAS POSSIBLY MADE AS A MODEL FOR A FALCONET, WHICH AS A FAIRLY
SMALL CANNON, WEIGHED AROUND 410 POUNDS WAS 6 FEET 4 INCHES LONG AND CARRIED A 14OZ BALL.

IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE 15TH CENTURY THAT CANNON BECAME SUFFICIENTLY DEVELOPED TO BE OF MUCH PRACTICAL
USE EXCEPT AT SIEGES. ITALY AND GERMANY MADE MOST OF THE EARLY CANNON, AND THEY WERE NOT MADE IN

ENGLAND UNTIL THE 16TH CENTURY. THE FIRST CANNON WERE ONLY SEMI-PORTABLE BEING MOUNTED ON STANDS,
WHICH WERE LOADED ON CARTS WHEN THE GUNS HAD TO BE MOVED. WHEELED CARRIAGES WERE ONLY INTRODUCED

IN THE EARLY PART OF THE 16TH CENTURY, AND THESE MADE THE CANNON MUCH MORE MANOEUVRABLE.

 


