Finch & C°

ENGLISH MEDIEVAL NOTTINGHAM ALABASTER PANEL. FRAGMVIENT DEPICTING ST GEORGE

AN ENGLISH MEDIEVAL NOTTINGHAM ALABASTER PANEL FRAGVENT DEPICTING ST GEORGE DRESSED IN ARMOUR
PRAYING BENEATH ABANNER HELD ALOFT BY AN ANGEL
TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME AND GILT DECORATION
AN INVENTORY NO. ‘M2685 TO THE REVERSE
15TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18CMHIGH, 11.5CMWIDE, 4. 5CMDEEP — 7 INS HIGH, 472 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

FROMTHE LATE 1300’S UNTIL THE REFORMATION ALABASTER CARVING WAS AMAJOR ARTISTIC ACTIMTY AND INDUSTRY
IN THE ENGLISH MDLANDS IN AN AREACENTRED ON NOTTINGHAM SMALL IN SCALE, ALTARPIECES AND PANELS WERE
PRODUCED FOR THE HOME MARKET AS WELL AS FOR EXPORT.

ALABASTER IS HYDROUS CALCIUM SULPHATE ALSO KNOWN AS GYPSUMAND WAS EXTRACTED IN THE MIDDLE AGES
FROMA COMPARATIVELY SMALL AREA OF SOUTH DERBYSHIRE AND THE ADJOINING CORNER OF STAFFORDSHIRE.
NOTTINGHAM ALABASTER SCULPTURES HAVE ADISTINCTIVE ALMOST ‘ENGLISH’ STYLE. DEPICTING RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS
THEY WERE USUALLY PAINTED AND GILDED, ALTHOUGH AREAS OF UNPAINTED ALABASTER WERE ALMOST ALWAYS LEFT
TO CONTRAST WITH THE COLOURFUL PAINTED DETAILS. THE CARVING OF IMAGES OF SAINTS EXPANDED DURING THE
FIFTEENTH CENTURY REFLECTING THE DEVELOPING CULT OF SAINTS.

AT THE TIME OF THE REFORMATION MANY OF THE CARVINGS WERE DESTROYED OR HIDDEN, BUT THE SURMVAL OF
FRAGMVENTS AND THOSE IN THE CHURCHES AND CATHEDRALS OF FRANCE ARE PROOF OF THEIR POPULARITY IN
MEDIEVAL EUROPE. TODAY THERE ARE MORE ENGLISH MEDIEVAL ALABASTER CARVINGS IN NORMANDY THAN ANYWHERE
ELSE.






