
SUKHOTHAI HOLLOW CAST LACQUERED AND GILDED BRONZE HEAD OF THE BUDDHA
A SUKHOTHAI HOLLOW CAST LACQUERED AND GILDED BRONZE HEAD OF THE BUDDHA WITH TYPICAL POINTED

ELONGATED EARS AND DOWNCAST EYES UNDER SLIGHTLY RIDGED EYEBROWS
15TH CENTURY

SIZE: 25.5CM HIGH – 10 INS HIGH / 37CM HIGH – 14½ INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THAI ART DEVELOPED AS AN ART CENTRED ON THE PERSON OF THE BUDDHA AND THE SUKHOTHAI STYLE IMAGES ARE
SOME OF THE MOST ORIGINAL. BUDDHISM REACHED THAILAND AND CAMBODIA FROM INDIA AND THE EARLIEST

SURVIVING SCULPTURES ARE BRONZES FROM THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT AND SRI LANKA. THESE SERVED AS MODELS
FROM WHICH OVER TIME LOCAL STYLES DEVELOPED.

THE ‘ENLIGHTENED ONE’ IS PORTRAYED WITH A STYLISED ANATOMY THAT EMBODIES ALL THE HARMONIOUS FORMS OF A
COMPLETELY SPIRITUAL BODY. A HAIRSTYLE OF TIGHT CURLS ENDING IN A FLAME LIKE ELEMENT ‘RASINI’ IS A SYMBOL OF
THE SPIRITUAL RADIANCE OF THE BUDDHA, AND TOGETHER WITH THE POINTED EARS, IS A FEATURE DERIVED FROM SRI

LANKA. THE SULKY MOUTH IN A HALF SMILE HAS AN INWARD LOOKING QUALITY. THE HALF CLOSED EYES UNDER
STRONGLY DEFINED EYEBROWS REINFORCE THE MEDITATIVE IMPRESSION.

 


