
ENGLISH IVORY 24 SIDED EDUCATIONAL THROWING DICE ETCHED WITH THE LETTERS OF ALPHABET
A RARE ENGLISH IVORY 24 SIDED EDUCATIONAL THROWING DICE ETCHED WITH THE LETTERS OF ALPHABET USED TO

TEACH SPELLING AND LITERACY
UPPER CASE LETTERS STAINED IN RED

THE LETTERS ‘I’ AND ‘U’ DOUBLING FOR ‘J’ AND ‘V’
LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZES: 4.5CM DIA. – 1¾ INS DIA. APPROX.

 
LITERATURE

THE ENGLISH PHILOSOPHER JOHN LOCKE (1632-1704) IN ‘THOUGHTS CONCERNING EDUCATION’ WRITTEN IN 1693
DESCRIBES HIS IDEA FOR THESE EDUCATIONAL THROWING BALLS (SECTION 150) ‘Â€¦ I HAVE THEREFORE THOUGHT

THAT IF PLAY THINGS WERE FITTED TO THIS PURPOSE AS THEY ARE USUALLY TO NONE, CONTRIVANCES MIGHT BE MADE
TO TEACH CHILDREN TO READ WHILST THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE ONLY PLAYING. FOR EXAMPLE, WHAT IF ANY IVORY
BALL WERE MADE LIKE THAT OF THE ROYAL OAK LOTTERY WITH 32 SIDES, OR RATHER OF 24 OR 25 SIDES, AND UPON

SEVERAL OTHERS A B, ON OTHERS A C, AND ON OTHERS D. I WOULD HAVE YOU BEGIN WITH BUT THESE 4 LETTERS OR
PERHAPS ONLY 2 AT FIRST; AND WHEN HE IS PERFECT IN THEM, THEN ADD ANOTHER, AND SO ON UNTIL EACH SIDE

HAVING ONE LETTER, THERE BE ON IT THE WHOLE ALPHABET. THIS I WOULD HAVE OTHERS PLAY WITH BEFORE HIM, IT
BEING AS GOOD A SORT OF PLAY TO LAY A STAKE WHO SHALL FIRST THROW AN A OR B, AS WHO UPON DICE SHALL

THROW SIX OR SEVENÂ€¦’
(SECTION 151) ‘Â€¦ TO KEEP HIS EAGERNESS TO IT LET HIM THINK IT A GAME BELONGING TO THOSE ABOVE HIM AND

WHEN BY THIS MEANS HE KNOWS THE LETTERS BY CHANGING THEM INTO SYLLABLES HE MAY LEARN TO READ, WITHOUT
KNOWING HOW HE DID SOÂ€¦Â€¦I KNOW A PERSON OF GREAT QUALITY WHO BY PASTING ON THE 6 VOWELS (FOR IN OUR
LANGUAGE Y IS ONE) ON THE SIX SIDES OF A DIE AND THE REMAINING 18 CONSONANTS ON THE SIDES OF 3 OTHER DICE,
HAS MADE A PLAY FOR HIS CHILDREN THAT HE SHALL WIN WHO, AT ONE CAST, THROWS MOST WORDS ON THESE 4 DICE,

WHEREBY HIS ELDEST SON, YET IN COATS, PLAY’D HIMSELF INTO SPELLING WITH GREAT EAGERNESS WITHOUT ONCE
HAVING BEEN CHID FOR IT OR FORCED TO.’

(SECTION 153) ‘Â€¦WITH THIS DIE ALSO YOU MIGHT HAVE A PLAY JUST LIKE THE ROYAL OAK WHICH WOULD BE ANOTHER
VARIETY AND PLAY FOR CHERRIES OR APPLES ETC.’

 


