
NEW ZEALAND MAORI SICKLE SHAPED CARVED HARDWOOD SHORT HAND CLUB ‘WAHAIKA’
A FINE AND RARE NEW ZEALAND MAORI SICKLE SHAPED CARVED HARDWOOD SHORT HAND CLUB ‘WAHAIKA’ THE BUTT

OF THE HANDGRIP CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF A TIKI WORN SMOOTH FROM USE, A SUPERBLY CARVED FIGURE
PROTRUDING FROM THE SIDE

THE WHOLE WITH OLD SILKY SMOOTH RICH DARK PATINA
18TH CENTURY – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 39.5CM LONG, 12CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 15½ INS LONG, 4¾ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN BY THE MAORI AS AOTEAROA, LONG WHITE CLOUD, NEW ZEALAND WAS THE LAST MAJOR AREA TO BE SETTLED BY
THE CENTRAL POLYNESIAN VOYAGERS, PROBABLY EN ROUTE FROM THE SOCIETY ISLANDS, PERHAPS AS LATE AS

1200AD. AS A RESULT OF THE BATTLES INVOLVING THE SHIP’S CREW ON CAPTAIN COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE IN 1769, THE
MAORI QUICKLY ACQUIRED A REPUTATION FOR BEING ‘WARLIKE’.

IN ADDITION TO THEIR FUNCTION AS LETHAL WEAPONS IN CLOSE COMBAT, SHORT HAND CLUBS WERE ALSO A STATUS
SYMBOL FOR MEN OF RANK WHO CARRIED THEM AS A SIGN OF DIGNITY ON THE ‘MARAE’, THE CEREMONIAL OPEN SPACE.
THEIR SIGNIFICANCE TO THE MAORI IS UNDERSCORED BY THE CAREFULLY CARVED FIGURAL DESIGNS AND THE QUALITY

OF EXECUTION OF THE SIMPLE BASIC FORM.

 


