Finch & C°

TWO RARE AUSTRALIAN NORTHERN QUEENSLAND CAPE YORK ABORIGINAL ASH HOOKS

TWO RARE AUSTRALIAN NORTHERN QUEENSLAND CAPE YORK ABORIGINAL FISH HOOKS ONE LARGE OF TORTOISESHELL
AND ANOTHER SMALL ONE OF HALIOTIS SHELL WITH ASHARP POINT BOTH BOUND TO LENGTHS OF CAREFULLY TWINED
PLANT FIBRE CORD
AN OLD VELLUMLABEL ATTACHED INSCRIBED IN INK ‘FISHING LINES OF NATIVES CAPE YORK OCT 7 1848’
19TH CENTURY
SIZES: HOOK: 1.5CMDIA- 2 INS DIA / BARB: 172CMLONG — 4% INS LONG

LITERATURE

CAPE YORK IS THE MOST NORTHERLY PART OF THE AUSTRALIAN CONTINENT AND WAS HOMVE TO THE KAURAREG
ABORIGINALS AND THESE HOOKS WERE PROBABLY COLLECTED BY OSWALD W. BRIERLY AN ARTIST OF THE HVS
RATTLESNAKE ON A SURVEYING EXPEDITION TO NORTHERN AUSTRALIAAND PAPUANEW GUINEADURING 1848 TO 1850.
ON THE 6TH OCTOBER 1848 THE SHIP PUT DOWN ANCHOR AT CAPE YORK AND AS THIS WAS TO BE ONE OF THEIR CHIEF
RECOUPING AND CONTACT POINTS, THEIR FIRST ESSENTIAL TASK WAS TO FIND APLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF FRESH WATER.
WHILST LOOKING FOR WATER THE NEXT DAY (OCT 7TH 1848) IT IS RECORDED IN OSWALD BRIERLY'S JOURNAL OF HVS
RATTLESNAKE (OCT 1848 — DEC 1849) THATAE! ‘AT OUR FIRST LANDING WE WERE MET BY FIVE BLACKS AND OF THESE
THREE WERE FULLY SIXFEET IN HEIGHT. ONE ONLY OF THESE TALL ONES WAS STRONGLY BUILT THE OTHERS HAVING
THIN AND STRINGY SPINDLE SHANKS AND NARROW CHESTS. MOST OF THEM CARRIED ABASKET SLUNG OVER THE
RIGHT SHOULDER AND COMNG OVER THE LEFT ARM THIS HAD FISH HOOKS, BITS OF TORTOISESHELL, AKIND OF MEALY
FRUIT AND SOMVE BITS OF PANDANUS FRUIT AND AFEW RUBBISHY ODDS AND ENDS, BITS OF PAPER ETC. THEY WERE ALL
DESIROUS OF GETTING TOBACCO, OR CHUCKAAS THEY CALLED IT AND WHEN | LOOKED INTO MY HAVERSACK TO GIVE
ONE OF THEMABIT, THE REST WOULD ALL RUSH AND CROWD THEIR HEADS TOGETHER TRYING TO SEIZE IT AT THE
SAVE TIMEAE” ON OCT 9TH 1848 HE WRITESAE! ‘| GAVE THEM SOVE TOBACCO FOR WHICH | GOT ACARVED ARROW IN
RETURNAE”

QUEEN VICTORIA APPOINTED BRIERLY HER OFFICIAL MARITIVE PAINTER IN 1874 AND IN 1881 HE BECAVE CURATOR OF
THE PAINTED HALL AT GREENWICH. HE WAS KNIGHTED IN 1886 AND DIED IN DECEMBER 1894. THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE HE
KEPT METICULOUS NOTES AND JOURNALS, AND MADE INNUMERABLE SKETCHES AND PAINTINGS, WHICH ARE NOW KEPT

IN THE MTCHELL LIBRARY IN SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL FISHHOOKS ARE VERY SELDOMFOUND AS THE OLD TYPES MADE OF NATURAL MATERIALS
WERE QUICKLY REPLACED BY EUROPEAN METAL HOOKS FOR WHICH THEY TRADED. BY 1898 MOST OF THE KAURAREG'S
TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE HAD DISAPPEARED UNDER THE RAPID EXPANSION OF PEARLING ACTIMTIES AND THE
ESTABLISHVENT OF LONDON MSSIONARY SOCIETY STATIONS FROM 1871 ONWARDS.



