Finch & C°

ANCIENT NORTHERN BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD

AN ANCIENT NORTHERN BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD OF AMAN THE LONG FACE WITH TYPICAL OVAL LIDDED EYES
AND STRAIGHT SIDED NOSE THE SLIT MOUTH WITH THICKLY DEFINED LIPS
1ST CENTURYBC - 1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 23CMHIGH, 13CMWIDE, 11.5CMDEEP — 9 INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 4%2INS DEEP
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 19, ITEMNO. 35, FOR ACELTIC STONE FEMALE FIGURE

LITERATURE

THE SYMBOL OF THE SEVERED HUMAN HEAD WAS AS IMPORTANT TO THE CELTIC RELIGION AS IS THE CROSS IN MODERN
CHRISTIAN CONTEXTS. THE CELTS BELIEVED THAT THE HUMAN HEAD WAS THE SEAT OF THE SOUL, THE ESSENCE OF
BEING. IT SYMBOLISED DIMNITY AND WAS THE POSSESSOR OF EVERY DESIRABLE QUALITY. IT COULD REMAIN ALIVE
AFTER THE DEATH OF THE BODY AND CONVEY PROPHETIC INFORMATION. IT COULD MOVE, ACT, SPEAK AND SING. IT
COULD TELL TALES AND ENTERTAIN. IT PRESIDED OVER THE OTHERWORLD FEAST.

THE CELTS WERE HEAD-HUNTERS AS IS EVIDENCED BY THE SKULLS FOUND IN CELTIC HILL FORTS AND THESE
SEVERED HEADS SERVED AS TROPHIES TESTIFYING TO THE MLITARY PROWESS OF THEIR OWNER AND AT THE SAVE
TIME, THE POWERS BELIEVED TO BE INHERENT IN THE HUMAN HEAD WOULD ACT PROTECTIVELY AND KEEP EVIL FROM
THE FORTRESS OR HOVE WHILST ENSURING POSITIVE GOOD FORTUNE, LUCK AND SUCCESS. FIERCE WARRIORS AND
SKILLED CRAFTSMEN, THE CELTS WERE THE ARCHETYPAL BARBARIANS FROM THE NORTH FEARED BY BOTH THE
ANCIENT GREEKS AND ROMANS. LIVY, THE ROMAN HISTORIAN (59BC-17AD) OBSERVED ‘THE CONSULS GOT NO REPORT
OF THE DISASTER TILL SOME GALLIC HORSEMEN CAME IN SIGHT, WITH HEADS HANGING AT THEIR HORSES’ BREASTS, OR
FIXED ON THEIR LANCES, AND SINGING THEIR CUSTOMARY SONG OF TRIUMPHS!



