
TONGAN HEADREST ‘KALI HAHAPO’ CARVED OF ONE PIECE OF CURVED WOOD
A POLYNESIAN TONGAN HEADREST ‘KALI HAHAPO’ CARVED OF ONE PIECE OF CURVED WOOD WITH AN OLD COIR CORD

REPAIR TO THE CORNER OF ONE FOOT
OLD SMOOTH SILKY DARK BROWN PATINA

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 32.5CM WIDE, 9CM DEEP – 6 INS HIGH, 12¾ INS WIDE, 3½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

HEADRESTS ARE A COMMON FEATURE OF MANY TROPICAL COUNTRIES, BUT FEW CAN MATCH THE RESTRAINED SIMPLE
ELEGANCE OF THE TONGAN ‘KALI’ WHICH WAS USED IN ALMOST EVERY HOUSEHOLD BY BOTH ADULTS AND CHILDREN.

AS THEY WERE SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE HEAD THEY WERE IMPORTANT PERSONAL POSSESSIONS ACQUIRING
‘MANA’ AND IT WAS DEEMED TO BE AN INSULT TO TOUCH ONE WITHOUT THE OWNER'S PRIOR PERMISSION.

TONGAN WOOD CARVERS WERE SPECIALISTS WHO PRIMARILY BUILT CANOES, BUT WHO ALSO MADE FLYWHISKS, CLUBS,
BOWLS, AND NECK OR HEADRESTS. THESE WERE CARVED IN BOTH SYMMETRICAL AND ASYMMETRICAL FORMS EITHER
FROM ONE PIECE OF CURVED WOOD SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE OR WITH LEGS IN VARIOUS FORMS USING TECHNIQUES
DEVELOPED IN CANOE BUILDING. ANTIQUE ‘KALI’ ARE NOW PRECIOUS HEIRLOOMS ON TONGA, BUT THEY LIE UNUSED,

FORSAKEN FOR THE SOFT FEATHER PILLOWS OF THE WEST.

 


