Finch & C°

PACIAC ISLANDS CEREMONIAL COCONUT KAVA OR YAQONA DRINKING CUP

APACIFIC ISLANDS CEREMONIAL COCONUT KAVAOR YAQONADRINKING CUP THE INSIDE WITH AFINE AGED PATINAAND
BLOOM FROM THE INTOXICATING LIQUID
TONGAN, FIJIAN OR SOCIETY ISLANDS
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CMHIGH, 12CMDIA APPROX— 274 INS HIGH, 4% INS DIA. APPROX

LITERATURE

USED THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC ISLANDS THE PEPPER BUSH ‘PIPER METHYSTICUM ACTS AS AMLD TRANQUILLISER IN
TREATING ARANGE OF SYMPTOMS SUCH AS INSOVNIAAND ANXIETY. HOWEVER, IT HAS AMUCH BROADER USE THAN
JUST MEDICINAL. KAVAIS ADRINK MADE FROM THE CHEWED ROOTS AND STEMS MIXED WITH WATER AND IS OF GREAT
SIGNIFICANCE IN RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL LIFE. THE PREPARATION OF THE DRINK WAS EITHER APUBLIC OR ‘STATE
CHIEFLY RITUAL AS ON TONGAOR APRIESTLY, NON PUBLIC FORMAS PRACTISED ON FlJI. THE PRIESTLY PROCEDURE
INVOLVED THE LIQUID BEING MIXED IN CONCENTRATED FORMAND BEING SUCKED THROUGH ATUBE. THE PRIEST, THEN
IN ATRANCE, WOULD COMMUNICATE WITH THE SPIRITS AND CONVEY ADVICE, GIVE INSTRUCTIONS AND DIAGNOSE
MEDICAL CONDITIONS. ON THE ISLANDS OF FlJI THE CEREMONIAL ACT OF ENJOYING THE INTOXICATING DRINK WAS
BELIEVED TO STRENGTHEN SOCIAL AND HIERARCHICAL RELATIONSHIPS. IN MANY PACIFIC ISLANDS IT WAS THOUGHT TO
HAVE SACRED POWERS AND AS A‘DOVWNER' ENCOURAGED AGREEMENT RATHER THAN VIOLENCE.



