
SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF A ROYAL PRINCE
A SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY FIGURE OF A ROYAL PRINCE OF THE KANDYAN COURT

LATE KANDY PERIOD – MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10.5CM HIGH – 4¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE KINGDOM OF KANDY ORIGINALLY CALLED SENKADAGALAPURA WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE 14TH CENTURY BY KING
WICKRAMABAHU OF GAMPOLA. THE CAPITAL WAS NAMED KANDY IN HONOUR OF THE BRAHMIN HOLY MAN SENKANDA WHO

LIVED IN A CAVE JUST BEHIND WHAT WAS TO BECOME THE PALACE AND ITS COMPLEX OF SHRINES.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPICE TRADE ESTABLISHED BY THE PORTUGUESE, AND THEN THE DUTCH EAST INDIA

COMPANY, WAS TAKEN OVER BY THE BRITISH. IN 1815 THE EMBATTLED INTERIOR KINGDOM OF KANDY FELL AND THE
ENTIRE PEAR-SHAPED ISLAND CAME UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE BRITISH WHO CALLED IT CEYLON.

THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF THE KANDY PERIOD WAS QUITE DISTINCTIVE AND DIFFERENT FROM THE CLASSICAL
TRADITIONAL ART OF THE PAST. THE RIPPLING DESIGN OF THE ROBE OF THIS FIGURE, GIVING THE IMPRESSION OF

FALLING WATER, IS A PARTICULAR ELEMENT FOUND IN KANDYAN SCULPTURE.

 


