
GERMAN STOBWASSER LACQUERED PAPIER MACHÉ SNUFF BOX
A FINE GERMAN STOBWASSER LACQUERED PAPIER MACHÉ SNUFF BOX PAINTED WITH A HISTORICAL PORTRAIT OF

‘AMÉLIE IMPERATRICE DU BRÉSIL’ THE LID WITH TITLE IN RED AND ‘5811’ THE BASE MARKED ‘STOBWASSER’S FABRIK INE
BRAUNSCHWEIG’ AND ‘5811’ 

AN OLD LABEL TO THE INSIDE INSCRIBED IN INK ‘WIFE OF PEDRO I AND DAUGHTER OF EUGÉNE DE BEAUHARNAIS’
SMALL ABRASIONS TO VARNISH

CIRCA 1820 – 1825
SIZE: 1.9CM HIGH, 10CM DIA. - ¾ INS HIGH, 4 INS DIA. 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEM NO. 65, AND CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEM NO. 55, FOR TWO FURTHER EXAMPLES
OF STOBWASSER SNUFF BOXES

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE JOSEPHINE MARRIED NAPOLEON I SHE WAS THE WIDOW OF THE VISCOUNT OF BEAUHARNAIS. HER SON BY HER
FIRST MARRIAGE, EUGÉNE ROSE DE BEAUHARNAIS (1781-1824) SERVED WITH NAPOLEON IN ITALY AND EGYPT AND

RAPIDLY ROSE TO THE HIGHEST MILITARY RANK. IN 1805 HE WAS MADE A PRINCE OF FRANCE AND FROM 1805 TO 1814
WAS THE VICEROY OF ITALY. IN 1806 HE MARRIED AUGUSTA, DAUGHTER OF MAXIMILLIAN OF BAVARIA, AMÉLIE WAS THEIR

DAUGHTER.
DURING THE NAPOLEONIC WARS THE PORTUGUESE ROYAL COURT TRANSFERRED TO BRAZIL, FOR BOTH SAFETY AND
ECONOMIC REASONS AS BY 1800 THE PROSPERITY OF THE COLONY HAD OUTSTRIPPED THAT OF PORTUGAL. RIO DE

JANEIRO WAS TRANSFORMED INTO THE CENTRE OF THE PORTUGUESE EMPIRE. WHEN JOHN VI RETURNED TO LISBON IN
1821 HIS SON PEDRO REMAINED BEHIND AS REGENT MARRYING AMÉLIE DE BEAUHARNAIS. IN 1822 HE BECAME

EMPEROR PEDRO I OF BRAZIL IN AN ALMOST BLOODLESS COUP AND ESTABLISHED AN INDEPENDENT EMPIRE THAT
LASTED UNTIL THE ABDICATION OF HIS SON PEDRO II IN 1889.

 


