
NORWEGIAN CEREMONIAL ‘LION’ PEG TANKARD
A NORWEGIAN CEREMONIAL ‘LION’ PEG TANKARD OF CARVED AND TURNED KARELIAN BIRCH BURLWOOD THE DOMED

LID WITH CARVED LION INITIALLED 'HGS' AND DATED 1748
WITH A WELL CARVED LION FINIAL THE WHOLE RESTING ON FOUR LION FEET

THE HANDLE WITH A 19TH CENTURY REPLACEMENT END DETAIL
RICH DARK SMOOTH AND LUSTROUS PATINA

FIRST HALF 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25CM HIGH, 24.5CM DIA. – 9¾ INS HIGH, 9½ INS DIA

 
LITERATURE

THESE TANKARDS ARE TO BE FOUND MADE OF SILVER AS WELL AS OF FINELY FIGURED WOOD. THE EARLIEST DATE TO
THE 17TH CENTURY. THE LION IS THE ROYAL NORWEGIAN EMBLEM AND SO WAS OFTEN USED AS A NATIONAL SYMBOL ON
THESE TANKARDS. IN NORWAY IT WAS THE CUSTOM FOR THEM TO BE USED AT WEDDING FEASTS AND SOMETIMES THEY
WERE USED BY THE SUBSEQUENT GENERATION OF THE ORIGINAL OWNERS FAMILY AND SO LATER DATES AND INITIALS

WOULD BE CARVED TO THE LIDS.
THE TANKARDS WERE OFTEN MARKED INSIDE WITH A SERIES OF PEGS OR PINS AND WOULD HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH

WINE OR BEER AND THEN PASSED HAND TO HAND DURING THE FEAST, EACH GUEST HAVING TO DRINK UNTIL THE NEXT
PEG WAS SHOWING. CONSIDERING THE GENEROUS PROPORTIONS OF THE TANKARD AND THE SIZE OF EACH MEASURE

OF ALCOHOL IT WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY DIFFICULT TO STAY SOBER!

 


