
CARVED HUNTING HORN ENGRAVED BY C.H.WOOD
AN INTERESTING CARVED HUNTING HORN ENGRAVED BY C.H.WOOD WITH SCENES OF HARE COURSING WITH

GREYHOUNDS INSCRIBED ‘ENGD WITH A PENKNIFE BY C.WOOD’ AND ENTITLED ‘COURSING’ AND ‘THE FINISH OF THE
COURSE’

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX: 41CM WIDE – 16 INS WIDE (MAX) 11.5CM DIA. – 4½ INS DIA (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

HARES ARE MYSTERIOUS AND MAGICAL ANIMALS LINKED ALL OVER EUROPE, ANCIENT AND MODERN, WITH
SUPERNATURAL FORCES. HARES ARE INDIGENOUS TO BRITAIN AND DIFFER DEPENDING ON THEIR HABITAT BE IT FIELD,
MOORLAND, MOUNTAIN OR WOODLAND. HARE PRODUCES VERY GOOD GAME MEAT FAR SUPERIOR TO THAT OF RABBIT,

WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO ENGLAND BY THE NORMANS FROM FRANCE.
XENOPHON WRITING IN THE 4TH CENTURY BC IN HIS WORK CYNETICUS DESCRIBED THE PURSUIT OF THE HARE BY

DOGS, AND THE GREEKS WERE INTERESTED IN THE TAKING OF THE HARE BY LARGE BIRDS OF PREY, ALTHOUGH THEY
DID NOT PRACTISE HAWKING AS A SPORT. HARES RELY FOR PROTECTION FIRST ON CAMOUFLAGE AND THEN ON SPEED
AND DEVIATION AS THEY TAKE FLIGHT. HUNTING HARES WITH FAST DOGS IS THEREFORE THE USUAL METHOD AND IS A

MUCH OLDER SPORT THAN FOX HUNTING. IN THE 15TH CENTURY EDWARD, DUKE OF YORK IN HIS TREATISE ‘THE
MASTER OF GAME’ GAVE THE HARE PRECEDENCE EVEN OVER DEER. ‘IT IS TO BE KNOWN THAT THE HARE IS THE KING OF

ALL VENERY; FOR BLOWING AND THE FAIR TERMS OF HUNTING COMETH OF THE SEEKING AND FINDING OF THE HARE.
FOR CERTAIN IT IS THE MOST MARVELLOUS BEAST THAT IS.’

 


