Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI CHIEFS GREENSTONE HAND CLUB ‘MERE POUNAMU'
ANEW ZEALAND MAORI CHIEFS GREENSTONE HAND CLUB ‘MERE POUNAWJ’
INSCRIBED TO ONE SIDE OF THE BLADE: “WANGAHLI N.Z. 1908’
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 36CMLONG, 11CMWIDE — 1474 INS LONG, 472 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE TEARDROP SHAPED SHORT HAND CLUB OR ‘PATU WAS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL WEAPONS OF THE MAORI WARRIOR.
IN CLOSE HAND TO HAND COMBAT THE CLUB WAS USED TO STRIKE ATHRUSTING OR SLICING BLOW TO THE HEAD OR
TORSO OF AN OPPONENT. WHEN NOT IN USE PATU WERE SUSPENDED FROM THE WRIST BY ADOG SKIN THONG OR
WORN AT THE WAIST THRUST INTO ABELT. MAORI HAND CLUBS WERE MADE OF WOOD, WHALEBONE AND HARD GRAINED
VARIETIES OF STONE, WHICH WERE INFERIOR TO THOSE MADE OF GREENSTONE AS THEY WOULD SHATTER WHEN
BROUGHT INTO HEAVY CONTACT WITH ‘MERE POUNAWU’. CLUBS PAINSTAKINGLY FASHIONED FROMGREEN NEPHRITE, A
FORMOF JADE, WERE THE MOST PRIZED SERVING AS SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY AND MARTIAL PROWESS AS WELL AS
PRACTICAL WEAPONS. CREATED FOR ‘RANGATIRA OR CHIEFS THEY WERE PASSED DOWN AS TREASURES ‘TAOUGA.
HAVING THEIR OVWN NAVES AND PARTICULAR VIRTUES ‘MERE POUNAMU' WERE REGARDED AS PRESTIGIOUS TROPHIES
OF WAR. WHEN CAPTURED IN BATTLE AMAORI CHIEF WOULD HAND HIS CLUB TO THE ICTOR AND ASK TO BE SLAIN WITH

IT RATHER THAN ANY OTHER ORDINARY WEAPON, AREQUEST THAT WAS GRANTED IF HE WAS CONSIDERED WORTHY.
THUS USED, CAPTURED, REUSED AND TREASURED FOR GENERATIONS ‘MERE POUNAMU” AND OTHER TREASURES
ACCRUED ILLUSTRIOUS HISTORIES AND FORMDABLE ‘MANA, OR SUPERNATURAL POWER. IMBUED WITH THE ‘MANA OF
THEIR SUCCESSIVE WARRIOR OWNERS, THESE WEAPONS ALSO ABSORBED THAT OF THE INDIMDUALS THEY HAD SLAIN.



