Finch & C°

ANEWEST AFRICAN YORUBA SEATED MATERNITY SHRINE AGURE

AFINE WEST AFRICAN YORUBA SEATED MATERNITY SHRINE FIGURE WITH ABABY SUCKLING AT HER BREAST WEARING A
BLUE AND RED BEAD NECKLACE HER FACE WITH LINEAR SCARIFICATION WEARING AHIGH CRESTED AND INCISED
COIFFURE THE EYES WITH HOLES FOR METAL PINS
FINE OLD DRY SILKY LIGHT BROVWN PATINA
WHITE INVENTORY NO. 22, PANTED TO BASE
LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 42CMHIGH, 14CMWIDE, 14.5CMDEEP — 1672 INS HIGH, 572 INS WIDE, 5% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE YORUBA LIVE PREDOMNANTLY IN SOUTH-WESTERN NIGERIAAND HAVE FOR CENTURIES BEEN THE MOST PROLIFIC
ART PRODUCING PEOPLE OF BLACK AFRICA THE CULTURE OF YORUBA, WITH ITS COMPLEX RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL SYSTEMS INHERITED FROMANCIENT CITY-STATES, EMOKED THE CREATION OF ARICH VARIETY OF ROYAL AND
RELIGIOUS SCULPTURE. THE YORUBA DEVELOPED AUNIQUE STYLE THROUGH WHICH TO INTERPRET THE RITUALS AND
PRECEPTS, THE PASSIONS AND BELIEFS OF THEIR LIVES. HOWEVER, IT IS THE ACTUAL COMMUNITY AND FAMLY IN THE
HERE AND NOW THAT FORMS THE PIVOT OF YORUBA LIFE. THERE EXISTS NO DESIRE TO WORK TOWARD ABETTER LIFE
IN THE HEREAFTER. WHILST THEY DO HOPE TO JOIN THEIR ANCESTORS WHEN THEY DIE, THESE ANCESTORS ARE
CONCEIVED AS LIVING AFORMLESS EXISTENCE THAT IS NEVERTHELESS FOCUSED ON THE SURVIVING FAMLY MEMBERS
IN WHICH THEY HOPE TO BE REBORN. THE ANCESTORS DO RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY, BUT NOT THROUGH
PERSONAL REINCARNATION. THEIR LIFE FORCE REVERTS TO THE COMMUNITY IN THE FORM OF ONE OR MORE
CHILDREN OF EITHER SEX
TO THE YORUBATHE PRIMVE MANIFESTATION OF THE LIFE FORCE IS FERTILITY AND WOMEN ARE THE STRONGER SEXAS
THE LIFE FORCE MANIFESTS ITSELF DIRECTLY IN THEMIN THE FORM OF MENSTRUATION AND CHILDBIRTH. THIS SHRINE
FIGURE MAY HAVE FUNCTIONED AS AWATER DEITY, BEING PLACED INTO ALARGE DISH DURING CEREMONIES IN



HONOUR OF THE RIVER GODDESS ‘YEMOJA AND CARRIED AROUND BY APRIESTESS IN ATRANCE. YEMOJAIS REVERED
AS ADEITY FOR BESTOWING THE GIFT OF CHILDREN ON PEOPLE.



