
IMPORTANT DOCUMENTARY NARWHAL SAILORS CANE
AN IMPORTANT DOCUMENTARY NARWHAL WALKING CANE WITH WALRUS IVORY KNOP

THE SILVER COLLAR INSCRIBED: ‘BROUGHT HOME IN THE ‘FOX’ BY GEO. EDWARDS’ AND ‘SENT OUT BY LADY FRANKLIN
1859’

THE SCREW TOP REVEALING A SNUFF COMPARTMENT
UNTOUCHED SMOOTH AGED PATINA

19TH CENTURY / CIRCA 1859 
SIZE: 90CM LONG – 35½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

IN 1845 REAR ADMIRAL SIR JOHN FRANKLIN (1786-1847), A HEROIC ARCTIC EXPLORER AND GOVERNOR OF TASMANIA
FROM 1836 TO 1843, SET OFF FROM ENGLAND TO LOCATE AND CHART THE ELUSIVE NORTHWEST PASSAGE. A VETERAN
OF THE BATTLE OF COPENHAGEN AND OF TRAFALGAR BOTH HE AND HIS CREW OF 129 MEN NEVER RETURNED. OVER

THE FOLLOWING DECADE FORTY EXPEDITIONS WERE LAUNCHED IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE THE FATE OF THE
MISSING MEN. EVENTUALLY TRACES OF THEIR DEMISE WERE DISCOVERED ALONG THE WESTERN SHORE OF KING
WILLIAM ISLAND IN THE NORTH OF CANADA. IN A FINAL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE THEIR REMAINS FRANKLIN’S WIFE, LADY

JANE, SPONSORED AN EXPEDITION TO BE LED BY CAPTAIN LEOPOLD MCCLINTOCK. A TACITURN IRISHMAN OF 38 HE WAS



ONE OF THE NAVY’S BEST ARCTIC SLEDGE TRAVELLERS. MCCLINTOCK AND AN EXPERIENCED CREW OF 25 SET OFF IN
1857 ON THE EXTENSIVELY REFITTED STEAM YACHT ‘FOX’. ON THIS QUEST THE ALWAYS ADVENTUROUS MCCLINTOCK
BECAME THE FIRST EUROPEAN TO NAVIGATE BELLOT STRAIT BEFORE FINDING SECURE WINTER ANCHORAGE TO THE
EAST OF THE BOOTHIA PENINSULA. WHILST THE ‘FOX’ WAS FROZEN INTO THE ARCTIC ICE OF WINTER HE AND HIS MEN

MADE LONG AND ARDUOUS EXPLORATORY JOURNEYS BY DOGSLED. WHEN THEY FINALLY REACHED KING WILLIAM
ISLAND THEY DISCOVERED A CAIRN AT VICTORY POINT AND A NOTE FROM FRANKLIN’S EXPEDITION, THE ONLY WRITTEN

MESSAGE EVER TO BE FOUND, THAT STATED FRANKLIN HAD DIED ON JUNE 11TH 1847.
PRIOR TO THE EXPEDITION OF THE ‘FOX’, THE SCOTTISH EXPLORER DR JOHN RAE WHILST SURVEYING THE BOOTHIA

PENINSULA FOR THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY IN 1854 DISCOVERED THE FATE OF FRANKLIN PARTY FROM TALKING TO
INUIT HUNTERS. HE WAS TOLD THAT BOTH OF FRANKLIN’S SHIPS, THE TERROR AND THE EREBUS, HAD BECOME ICE

BOUND, THE MEN HAD TRIED TO REACH SAFETY ON FOOT, BUT HAD SUCCUMBED TO COLD AND SOME HAD RESORTED
TO CANNIBALISM. RAE’S REPORT TO THE ADMIRALTY WAS LEAKED TO THE PRESS, WHICH LED TO WIDESPREAD
REVULSION IN VICTORIAN BRITISH SOCIETY. FRANKLIN’S WIDOW WAS ENRAGED AND TOOK IT AS A SLANDEROUS

AFFRONT TO HER LATE HUSBAND AND CONDEMNED RAE TO IGNOMINY. IN AN EFFORT TO EULOGISE HER HUSBAND, AND
WITH SUPPORT FROM THE BRITISH ESTABLISHMENT, ANOTHER 25 SEARCHES OVER THE FOLLOWING 40 YEARS WERE

CARRIED OUT TO FIND MORE INFORMATION ON THE FATE OF FRANKLIN AND HIS CREW. NONE WAS EVER FOUND,
ALTHOUGH THESE SEARCHES DID MUCH TO OPEN UP THE ARCTIC REGION IN TERMS OF GEOGRAPHY AND

ETHNOGRAPHY. MCCLINTOCK’S DISCOVERY IN 1859 OF HUMAN REMAINS AND ALL MANNER OF ARTEFACTS, INCLUDING
THE ONLY WRITTEN RECORD, MADE MUCH OF THE EXPEDITION’S FATE EVIDENT TO ALL, AND INTERESTINGLY MODERN
MEDICAL EVIDENCE NOW SUPPORTS RAE’S REPORT WITH CUT MARKS HAVING BEEN FOUND ON TWO OF THE CREW’S

SKELETONS.
IN MCCLINTOCK’S JOURNAL OF THE TWO-YEAR VOYAGE OF THE ‘FOX’ HE DESCRIBES HOW THE ‘ESQUIMAUX’ BARTERED

GOODS WITH THE SHIPS CREW. HANDSAWS WERE MOST EAGERLY SOUGHT FOR CUTTING UP THE LONG STRIPS OF
WHALEBONE, WHICH THEY USED FOR RUNNERS ON THEIR SLEDGES, AND TO PROTECT THE MOST EXPOSED PARTS OF

THEIR KAYAKS AND PADDLE EDGES FROM THE POLAR ICE. FILES, SPEARS, KNIVES AND LARGE NEEDLES WERE ALSO
PRIZED AND IN EXCHANGE THE ESKIMO WOULD PRESENT THE SAILORS WITH NARWHAL TUSKS, WOOD FOR FUEL AND

SEAL MEAT.
ON HIS RETURN MCCLINTOCK WAS KNIGHTED, HIS NAVAL CAREER ASSURED FOR THE REST OF HIS LONG LIFE. HE AND

HIS CREW, INCLUDING GEORGE EDWARDS, WERE AWARDED THE ARCTIC MEDAL IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR
ACHIEVEMENTS. THE SMALL, BUT STURDY VESSEL OF THE ‘FOX’ WENT ON TO SUPPORT A TRANSATLANTIC CABLE

SURVEY IN 1860, THEN DID SERVICE IN THE DANISH TRADE WITH GREENLAND BETWEEN 1864 AND 1905. IN 1912 SHE
WAS GROUNDED OFF THE WEST COAST OF GREENLAND WHERE REMNANTS OF HER METAL ENGINE WERE STILL VISIBLE
IN 1994. BUT TO THIS DAY, DESPITE REPEATED INVESTIGATION IN LIKELY LOCATIONS, THE FINAL RESTING PLACES OF SIR
JOHN FRANKLIN’S TWO SHIPS, THE ‘EREBUS’ AND THE ‘TERROR’ ARE UNKNOWNÂ€¦ THE FRANKLIN MYSTERY LIVES ON.

 


