Finch & C°

AFRICAN HIPPOPOTAMUS SKULL

AN ENORMOUS AFRICAN HIPPOPOTAMUS SKULL COMPLETE WITH TEETH AND TUSKS
LATE 18TH CENTURY/EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 54CMHIGH, 49CMWIDE, 84CMDEEP - 21 INS HIGH, 19 INS WIDE, 33 INS DEEP
CITES DOCUMENTATION FOR EXPORT

LITERATURE

THE EMPEROR RUDOLF Il OF HABSBURG (1552-1612) BUILT ALARGE CABINET OF CURIOSITIES IN PRAGUE. HE HAD
ALMOST LIMTLESS RESOURCES TO PURSUE HIS INSATIABLE DESIRE FOR NEW ACQUISITIONS OF THE RARE, UNUSUAL
AND BIZARRE. ONE OF HIS PRIZED POSSESSIONS WAS APAINTING OF 'ANILE HORSE' WHICH IS ACTUALLY A
HIPPOPOTAMUS.

THE SIZE OF THE SKULL OF THIS SPECIMEN LEADS ONE TO BELIEVE THAT IT DATES FROMAN EARLIER PERIOD THAN THE
19TH CENTURY. THE HANDWRITTEN ROWLAND WARD LABEL PASTED TO THE UNDERSIDE OF THE WOOD STAND DATES
FROMTHE EARLY 1870'S, BUT ROWLAND WARD WAS OFTEN COMMISSIONED TO REMOUNT AND RESTORE PARTICULARLY
GOOD OLDER SPECIMENS THAT RESIDED IN ARISTOCRATIC COUNTRY COLLECTIONS.

THERE IS ANOTHER HIPPO SKULL IN THE ROYAL DANISH KUNSTKAMVER, 1737, THAT IS RECORDED AS ENTERING THE
COLLECTION IN 1689 AND MEASURED 63CM THIS SPECIMEN MEASURES 87CMAND THUS IS POSSIBLY 17TH CENTURY,
CERTANLY IT MUST DATE FROMTHE 18TH CENTURY.

THE LARGE CURLING MALFORMED TUSK INDENTED THE SKULL AS IT GREW UPWARDS AND IS PERHAPS THE REASON
WHY THIS MASSIVE SKULL WAS ORIGINALLY PRESERVED.



