Finch & C°

AFRICAN NORTH WESTERN CAMEROONS GRASSLANDS BANBANKI-TUNGO CARVED IVORY TUSK WITH SILVER MOUNTS

AN AFRICAN NORTH WESTERN CAVEROONS GRASSLANDS BANBANKI-TUNGO CARVED IVORY TUSK WITH SILVER MOUNTS
LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 87CMWIDE — 3474 INS WIDE
CF: PORTLAND ART MUSEUM PORTLAND, OREGON, USA NO. 72.12.41 (PAUL GEBAUER COLLECTION) FOR AVERY SIMLAR
EXAVPLE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CARVED BY THE ARTIST BOBE NGINCHO

LITERATURE

BY DESIGN THESE CARVED TUSKS CLOSELY RESEMBLE IVORY CARVINGS FROMBENIN BECAUSE THE MOTIFS ARE
ARRANGED IN ROWS, BUT RATHER THAN REPRESENTING ANARRATIVE SCENE AS IN BENIN PIECES, EACH BAND
REPEATS ICONS THAT ARE COMMONLY FOUND IN THE GRASSLANDS REPERTOIRE. THE BAPTIST MSSIONARY PAUL
GEBAUER FOUND THESE ICONS TO HAVE ASYMBOLIC MEANING AND INTERPRETATED THEMWITH THE HELP OF CHIEF
VUGAH Il OF BIG BANBANKI. THE LIZARD AND ELEPHANT MOTIFS ALLUDE TO ROYAL POWER, THE FROG MOTIFS REFER TO
PROPAGATION AND INCREASE, THE STYLISED SPIDER MOTIF TO PEACE AND PROTECTION, AND THE HUMANS TO THE
KING' S RETAINERS AND SUPPORTERS. BANBANKI-TUNGO WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT CENTRE FOR IMORY CARVING IN
THE CAVEROON GRASSLANDS AND SEVERAL EXAMPLES OF THESE TUSKS EXIST IN THE PAUL GEBAUER COLLECTION IN
THE PORTLAND MUSEUMOF ART.



