Finch & C°

JAPANESE CARVED WALRUS IVORY OKIMONO OF A HUMAN SKULL

AJAPANESE CARVED WALRUS IVORY OKIMONO OF AHUMAN SKULL ‘MEMENTO MORI" ALARGE PYTHON ENTWINED
AROUND IT WITH AFROG IN ITS JAWS ATOAD AND FROG CARVED INTO THE BACK OF THE SKULL BENEATH THE CURLING
SNAKE
SMOOTH SILKY OLD PATINA
MEIJI PERIOD — LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CMHIGH, 5.5CM DEEP, 3.5CMWIDE — 274 INS HIGH, 2% INS DEEP, 1% INS WMIDE

LITERATURE

OKIMONO MEANS ‘CARVING TO STAND IN AN ALCOVE’ AND THESE MINIATURE SCULPTURES WERE MADE IN JAPAN IN THE
19TH CENTURY ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY IN IVORY. THEY WERE OFTEN CARVED ON COMMSSION FOR WESTERN PATRONS
WHO REQUIRED ALARGER RENDERING OF AFAVOURITE NETSUKE. THEIR FINE DETAIL AND HIGHLY SKILLED
NATURALISTIC CARVING SUGGESTS THAT THEY WERE UNDOUBTEDLY INTENDED AS ORIGINAL WORKS OF ART TO BE
CONTEMPLATED AND ENJOYED AT LEISURE.



