
TWO GERMAN TURNED ‘VIRTUOSO’ IVORIES
TWO GERMAN TURNED ‘VIRTUOSO’ IVORIES: A SPIKED STAR WITHIN A TRIANGLE

A CONCENTRIC SPHERE CONTAINING NUMEROUS INTERLOCKING BALLS
LATE 17TH CENTURY

SIZES: 
A: APPROX: 4CM DIA. - 1½ INS DIA.
B: APPROX: 5CM DIA. - 2 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE RENAISSANCE OBSESSION WITH PERSPECTIVE AND SOLID GEOMETRY GAVE RISE TO THESE CARVINGS WHERE THE
AMBITION WAS TO CARVE ONE SHAPE INSIDE ANOTHER AS MANY TIMES AS POSSIBLE. RUDOLF II OF PRAGUE WAS SO

FASCINATED BY THE EXTRAORDINARY AND INGENIOUS FEATS OF THE FLORENTINE CRAFTSMEN IN IVORY THAT HE BEGAN
TO PRACTISE THE ART HIMSELF, AND SO THE TRADITION OF PRINCELY AND ARISTOCRATIC IVORY TURNING FOR

PLEASURE WAS BEGUN.
MOST CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES CONTAINED INGENIOUS TURNED IVORY OBJECTS. THE DRESDEN COLLECTION HAD

OVER TWO HUNDRED AND THE FLORENTINE CABINET CONTAINED OVER THREE HUNDRED. IVORY CARVING AND
TURNING WAS POPULAR IN THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES DUE TO A CONTEMPORARY OBSESSION WITH PERSPECTIVE

AND SOLID GEOMETRY. RENAISSANCE EUROPE WAS THE PERFECT TIME AND PLACE FOR THIS ART FORM TO EVOLVE.
KNOWLEDGE, NOVELTY AND SKILL FOR THE PLEASURE OF ITS DISPLAY COMBINED TO MAKE THESE WORKS OF ART THE

IDEAL OBJECTS FOR THE KUNSTKAMMER CABINETS OF THE EUROPEAN PRINCES.

 


