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TWO PACIAC PALAU ISLANDS WOMEN'S TURTLE-SHELL CEREMONIAL DISHES MICRONESIA

TWO PACIFIC PALAU ISLANDS WOMEN'S TURTLE-SHELL CEREMONIAL DISHES
MCRONESIA
FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21.5CMWIDE, 13CMDEEP, 2.5CMHIGH — 82 INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP, 1 INS HIGH
20CMWIDE, 14.5CMDEEP, 2CMHIGH — 8 INS WIDE, 5% INS DEEP, % INS HIGH
SEE: FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 10, ITEMNO. 2, CATALOGUE NO. 14, ITEMNO. 42, FOR OTHER EXAVPLES

LITERATURE

MADE BY WOMEN OF THE PALAU ISLANDS BY HEATING THE TURTLE SHELL IN HOT WATER AND THEN SHAPING IT IN
WOODEN MOULDS, THESE DISHES ARE OF CEREMONIAL IMPORTANCE. THEY ARE USED AS AFORMOF CURRENCY
DURING RITUAL EXCHANGES AND REGARDED BY THE WOMEN AS THEIR EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY. THEY ARE GIFTED TO
THE NEXT GENERATION THROUGH THE FEMALE LINE AND ARE KEPT AS TREASURED HEIRLOOMS.



