
BERING SEA ESKIMO INUIT CARVED WALRUS IVORY ANTHROPOMORPHIC FIGURE OF A POLAR BEAR WITH ITS CUB
A BERING SEA ESKIMO INUIT CARVED WALRUS IVORY ANTHROPOMORPHIC FIGURE OF A POLAR BEAR WITH ITS CUB,

PROBABLY AMULETIC
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH, 9.5CM LONG, 2.5CM WIDE – 1½ INS HIGH, 3¾ INS LONG, 1 INS WIDE 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 18, ITEM NO. 36, FOR ANOTHER ANTHROPOMORPHIC FIGURE

 
LITERATURE

TRADITIONAL ESKIMO INUIT CARVINGS WERE SMALL AS LARGE ONES WOULD HAVE BEEN BURDENSOME TO CARRY, AS
THEY WERE A NOMADIC PEOPLE WHO MOVED AROUND DURING THE COURSE OF THEIR ANNUAL SEASONAL CYCLE.

IMPLICIT IN THEIR 19TH CENTURY WORLDVIEW WAS THE BELIEF THAT THE HUMANS COULD TRANSFORM THEMSELVES
INTO ANIMALS, ANIMALS COULD BECOME PEOPLE AND SPIRITS COULD APPEAR AS ANIMALS OR HUMANS. THIS BELIEF

WAS COMMUNICATED IN THE MULTI-IMAGE TREATMENT OF OBJECTS, AND THIS FINE CARVING PERFECTLY
ENCAPSULATES THIS THEME OF TRANSFORMATION.

 


