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TWO MINIATURE CHINESE CARVED RHINOCEROS HORN RITUAL WINE CUPS

TWO MINIATURE CHINESE CARVED RHINOCEROS HORN RITUAL WINE CUPS
KANGX], QING DYNASTY - LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 2CMHIGH, 3.5CMDIA — % INS HIGH, 172 INS DIA

LITERATURE

FROMTHE EARLIEST TIMES THE CHINESE HAVE KNOVWN OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE RHINOCEROS AND ITS LEGENDARY
HORN. FOR OVER 2000 YEARS THEY HAVE FASHIONED OBJECTS FROMTHE HORN AND IT IS AMATERIAL THAT THEY HAVE
ALWAYS VALUED MORE HIGHLY THAN GOLD. IT WAS CHINESE CUSTOM TO USE RHINOCEROS HORN CUPS FOR RITUALS
AND CEREMONIES, WHICH WERE INTENDED TO CONFER LONG LIFE, AND EVEN IMMORTALITY TO THE PARTICIPANTS. AS A
NATION THEY HAVE ALSO BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO DRINK WINE FROM SMALL ROUND CUPS WITHOUT HANDLES FOR MANY
CENTURIES AND EVEN TODAY THEY CONTINUE TO DO SO.



