
SILVER INDIAN PEACE MEDAL ENGRAVED WITH A PORTRAIT OF ‘GEORGE WASHINGTON PRESIDENT 1793’
A RARE OVAL SILVER INDIAN PEACE MEDAL ENGRAVED WITH A PORTRAIT OF ‘GEORGE WASHINGTON PRESIDENT 1793’
AND A NATIVE AMERICAN CHIEF HIS DISCARDED TOMAHAWK AT HIS FEET SMOKING A PIPE OF PEACE BOTH STANDING

BEFORE A FIELD BEING PLOUGHED BY TWO OXEN THE REVERSE ENGRAVED WITH AN EARLY RENDITION OF THE GREAT
SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CIRCA 1793
SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE – 6¼ INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE 

CF: AN EXAMPLE VERY SIMILAR OF 1792 IN THE SMITHSONIAN MUSEUM NEW YORK AWARDED AT A CONFERENCE
BETWEEN A DELEGATION OF SENECA, CAYUGA, ONONDAGA, ONEIDA TUSCAROVA AND STOCKBRIDGE TRIBES AND

PRESIDENT WASHINGTON, THE SECRETARY OF WAR, THE GOVERNOR OF PENNSYLVANIA AND OTHERS ON MARCH 13TH
1792

 
LITERATURE

THESE MEDALS WERE MADE IN THREE SIZES FROM 1786 TO 1893 BY THE UNITED STATES MINT IN PHILADELPHIA. THEY
WERE DESIGNED AND CREATED BY JOHN REICH, EACH ONE HAVING A PORTRAIT OF THE CURRENT UNITED STATES
PRESIDENT. THEY WERE MINTED UNTIL THE TERM OF PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON ENDED. THE PRESIDENTS AND

THEIR AGENTS WOULD PRESENT THESE MEDALS TO THE CHIEFS AND SIGNIFICANT WARRIORS OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN
TRIBES AS TOKENS OF FRIENDSHIP AND GOODWILL, OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY EXPLANATIONS OF NEWLY ESTABLISHED
UNITED STATES SOVEREIGNTY OVER TRIBAL LAND. WITHIN THE TRIBES THEY BECAME SOUGHT AFTER AS SYMBOLS OF

POWER AND INFLUENCE AS THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN TO IMPORTANT CHIEFS AND MEN OF RANK. THEY WERE ALSO A
SYMBOL OF THE SUPPOSED RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE AMERICAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIVE

AMERICANS IN THE LATE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES, BUT IN MOST CASES THESE WERE ULTIMATELY DETERMINED BY
FORCE.

PRIOR TO THOMAS JEFFERSON’S PRESIDENCY THE OBVERSE AND REVERSE OF THE MEDAL WERE SEPARATE SILVER



SHEETS AND BEFORE 1804 WERE ENGRAVED AND NOT STRUCK. AS EVIDENCED BY THOSE TAKEN BY LEWIS AND CLARK
ON THEIR FAMOUS 1804 – 1806 EXPEDITION TO EXPLORE THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE, WHICH WERE STRUCK AS

OPPOSED TO BEING ENGRAVED.

 


