
EGYPTIAN BRONZE OF AN APIS BULL
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BRONZE OF AN APIS BULL DISPLAYING A SUN DISC WITH UREAUS ON HIS HORNS

26TH DYNASTY CIRCA 664 - 525BC
SIZE: 7.5CM HIGH, 7.5CM LONG – 3 INS HIGH, 3 INS LONG 

10CM HIGH – 4 INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE APIS WAS A SACRED BULL THAT SERVED AS THE HERALD OR ‘BA’ OF THE GOD PTAH. HIS PRINCIPAL SANCTUARY
WAS THEREFORE LOCATED NEAR THE TEMPLE OF PTAH AT MEMPHIS.

UNLIKE OTHER SACRED ANIMALS THE APIS BULL WAS ALWAYS A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL ANIMAL CHOSEN FOR HIS
PARTICULAR MARKINGS SUCH AS A BLACK AND WHITE DIAMOND ON HIS FOREHEAD, THE RESULT OF BEING BORN FROM
A BOLT OF LIGHTNING. THE BULL WAS CLOSELY LINKED WITH THE REIGNING PHARAOH AS BOTH WERE DIVINE PHYSICAL

MANIFESTATIONS OF A GOD AND BOTH WERE CROWNED AT THE TIME OF THEIR INSTALLATION. AT THE DEATH OF THE
APIS BULL THERE WAS NATIONAL MOURNING AND THE EMBALMED CORPSE WAS TAKEN ALONG THE SACRED WAY FROM

MEMPHIS TO SAGGARA FOR BURIAL IN A GRANITE SARCOPHAGUS IN THE UNDERGROUND CATACOMBS.

 


