
RARE AND FINE ANCIENT ROMAN IVORY OF APHRODITE PUDICA
A RARE AND FINE ANCIENT ROMAN IVORY OF APHRODITE PUDICA PROBABLY AN ATTACHMENT FROM A BANQUETING OR

DINING COUCH
1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 6¾ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 18, ITEM NO. 80, FOR A ROMAN BRONZE FURNITURE MOUNT

 
LITERATURE

THE SIMPLER CUSTOM OF SITTING AT A TABLE FOR A MEAL WAS ABANDONED IN LATER TIMES BY THE ROMANS IN FAVOUR
OF THE ANCIENT GREEK CUSTOM OF LYING ON A COUCH TO EAT. IN THE DINING ROOMS WHERE GUESTS WERE

RECEIVED A PARTICULAR ARRANGEMENT OF COUCHES BECAME NECESSARY. A SQUARE TABLE STOOD IN THE CENTRE
OF THE ROOM SURROUNDED ON THREE SIDES BY LOW COUCHES WHILST THE FOURTH SIDE REMAINED OPEN TO

ACCESS OF THE ATTENDING SLAVES. AT THE END OF THE REPUBLIC THESE ARRANGEMENTS CHANGED WHEN THE USE
OF ROUND TABLES BECAME MORE POPULAR. THE THREE COUCHES WERE TRANSFORMED INTO ONE FOLLOWING THE

CURVE OF THE TABLE RESEMBLING THE FORM OF THE GREEK LETTER ‘C’. SUCH DINING COUCHES WERE RICHLY
ORNAMENTED AND THEIR BOLSTERS AND CUSHIONS WOULD BE UPHOLSTERED TO HARMONISE WITH THE WALL

DECORATIONS AND THE MOSAIC PAVEMENT OF THE ROOM. IN A POMPEIAN WALL PAINTING A LIGHT AWNING IS SHOWN
PROTECTING THE DINERS FROM THE SUN WHILST ONE LARGE BOLSTER ON THE EDGE OF THE COUCH NEAREST THE
TABLE SERVES AS A PROP FOR THEIR LEFT ARMS, THEIR RIGHT BEING USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR EATING AND DRINKING.

 


