
FIJIAN CHIEFS NECKLACE ‘VUASAGALE’ COMPOSED OF 13 SPERM WHALE TEETH
A RARE FIJIAN CHIEFS NECKLACE ‘VUASAGALE’ COMPOSED OF 13 SPERM WHALE TEETH

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12CM LONG – 4¾ INS LONG (MAX) / 9CM LONG – 3½ INS LONG (MIN) 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEM NO. 39, FOR ANOTHER FIJIAN ‘VUASAGALE’

 
LITERATURE

CAREFULLY SHAPED AND POLISHED THE SMALLER TEETH OF THE SPERM WHALE WERE PRIZED FOR MAKING
NECKLACES WORN AS CEREMONIAL REGALIA BY FIJIAN CHIEFS AND MEN OF RANK. THESE ‘VUASAGALE’ WERE THE

FORERUNNERS OF THE SPLIT TOOTH NECKLACE WHICH USED MANY MORE TEETH AND IRON TOOLS TO MAKE. WITH THE
ADVENT OF EUROPEAN WHALING IN THE PACIFIC THE SUPPLY OF BOTH THE PRECIOUS WHALES TEETH AND IRON

IMPLEMENTS BECAME MUCH MORE AVAILABLE. BY THE LATE 19TH CENTURY THE ‘SABRE TOOTHED’ NECKLACE HAD
BECOME COMMONPLACE.

 


