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PAINTING BY ROMAN BLACK OF AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CHURINGA

AN INTERESTING PAINTING BY ROMAN BLACK OF AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CHURINGAMONOGRAVED ‘RB’ TOBOTTOM
RIGHT HAND CORNER
ALABEL TO THE REVERSE STATING:
‘FEDERATION OF BRITISH ARTISTS GALLERY, 6 SUFFOLK STREET, PALL MALL EAST, LONDON SWA1
WHITE CHURINGA CONSTRUCTION, ROMAN BLACK MA, RBA STUDIO 13 RADNOR WALK SW3'
ACRYLIC AND OIL ON PAPER LAID ON BOARD
ORIGINAL GILT EDGED FRAVE
CIRCA1964-65
SIZE: 69CMHIGH, 18CMWIDE — 27 INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE
72CMHIGH, 20.5CMWIDE — 28%4 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE (FRAVED)

LITERATURE

ROMAN BLACK WAS APROFESSIONAL ARTIST AND FORMER UNIVERSITY LECTURER IN ETHNOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY.
BORN IN POLAND IN 1915, HE LIVED IN ENGLAND FROM 1939. DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR HE SERVED WITH THE
FRENCH ARMY AND LATER IN THE BRITISH MERCHANT NAVY AS AN ABLE SEAVAN IN AFOUR-MASTED SAILING SHIP. AFTER
THE WAR HE CONVERTED 50-YEAR-OLD FISHING BOAT AND SAILED FROMENGLAND TO SPAIN AND NORTH AFRICATO
PAINT AND EXHIBIT. HE WAS ELECTED IN 1959 TO THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PAINTERS AND SCULPTORS AND IN 1963 TO
THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH ARTISTS. HE REGULARLY EXHIBITED AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY AND THE PARIS SALON. HE
IS REPRESENTED IN VARIOUS MUSEUMS AND ART GALLERIES IN EUROPE, AUSTRALIAAND AVERICA
IN 1964 ROMAN BLACK PUBLISHED A FASCINATING AND INFORMATIVE BOOK ON AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL ART IN WHICH
HE DESCRIBED AND ILLUSTRATED ABORIGINAL ART OF ALL AGES, OLD AND NEW. THE CHAPTER ON ‘SACRED AND
CEREMONIAL OBJECTS HAS APARTICULARLY INTERESTING SECTION ON CHURINGAS AND THE SYNMBOLIC MEANING
BEHIND THEIR TOTEMIC DECORATION AND DESIGN. THIS PANTING WAS PROBABLY INSPIRED BY HIS RESEARCH INTO



THESE SACRED OBJECTS.



