
SAFAVID PERIOD WALRUS IVORY ‘I’ SHAPED DAGGER HANDLE
A PERSIAN SAFAVID PERIOD WALRUS IVORY ‘I’ SHAPED DAGGER HANDLE

CARVED WITH CALLIGRAPHIC INSCRIPTIONS ABOVE AND BELOW A FIGURE OF A RULER STANDING UNDER AN AWNING TO
THE REVERSE A NOBLE COUPLE STANDING IN A GARDEN UNDER AN ARCH

OLD REPAIRS
SILKY SMOOTH WORN PATINA

16TH – 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12.5CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP – 5 INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

DAGGERS WORN TUCKED INTO A BELT OR SUSPENDED CLOSE TO HAND WERE THE ISLAMIC WARRIOR’S PERSONAL
WEAPON INDISPENSABLE IN CLOSE COMBAT AS WELL AS EMINENTLY USEFUL IN EVERYDAY LIFE. PERHAPS BECAUSE OF
THEIR INTIMATE NATURE DAGGERS HAVE OFTEN BEEN HIGHLY DECORATED BOTH FOR SHOW AND FOR PLEASURE. THE

ARTS OF IRAN IN THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES WERE UNDER THE DIRECT PATRONAGE OF SAFAVID SHAHS WITH BOTH
COURT AND COMMERCIAL WORKSHOPS PRODUCING GOODS OF A FINENESS, ELEGANCE AND QUALITY THAT

INFLUENCED THE REST OF THE MUSLIM WORLD. THE FIGURES CARVED ON THIS DAGGER HANDLE ARE OF THE SAME
STYLE FOUND IN MINIATURES PAINTED IN THE TEXTS AND BOOKS OF THE SAFAVID PERIOD.

 


